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Ukrainian soldiers on the move 


Poroshenko orders 


extra troops into 
eastern Ukraine 


Asks for repeal of special status law 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Poroshenko has ordered reinforce- 
ments to protect southern and east- 
ern areas of the country from pos- 
sible attacks by Russian-backed 
separatists. 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
Ukrainian National Security and 
Defense Council on November 
4, Poroshenko said the units are 
to protect Mariupol, Berdyansk, 
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Kharkiv, the north of Luhansk, and 
Dnipropetrovsk region. 

Poroshenko called the meeting in 
Kyiv two days after the separatists 
staged polls dismissed by Ukraine 
and the West as illegal. 

The elections were held against 
the background of a conflict that 
has killed more than 4,000 people 
in eastern Ukraine since April. 

Poroshenko said Kyiv has been 
a “firm supporter” of a peace plan 
agreed on September 5 in Minsk 
but that other signatories were not 
meeting their obligations — refer- 
ring to the rebels and Russia. 

Poroshenko said the November 
2 elections held in rebel-held areas 
of Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
“torpedoed” a key provision of the 
peace deal. 

The president said he wants par- 
liament to repeal a law that was 
passed in accordance with the 
peace plan. 

The law grants limited autonomy 
to the two rebel-controlled areas in 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions. 

But Poroshenko said Kyiv was 
“ready to ensure a special regime 
of a free economic zone” where 
businesses based in these areas 
would enjoy “special economic re- 
lations” with the European Union. 

Earlier on November 4, separa- 
tist leader Aleksandr Zakharchenko 
was sworn into office as the head of 
the so-called Donetsk People’s Re- 
public. 

Lawmakers from Russia and 
Georgia’s breakaway Abkhazia 
region, whose independence is rec- 
ognized only by Russia and three 
other countries, attended the event. 

Another separatist leader, Igor 
Plotnitsky, was sworn in as the 
head of the so-called Luhansk 

People’s Republic. 
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Honoring the heroes 


This year's “Sviato Pokrovy” (Feast of the Intercession of the Virgin Mary) was celebrated in a unique way 
at the Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex in Edmonton, Oct. 26. A multi-media presentation honored those who 
gave their lives for Ukraine's democracy and freedom both at Maidan and the subsequent invasions by Russia 
and Russian terrorist proxies. The program culminated with the Verkhovyna Choir singing Ukraine's National 
anthem behind the barricade modeled after the one on Куїу 5 Independence Square while members of the 
Ukrainian Youth Association CYM brought out a flag (pictured above). For more, see page 16 of this issue. 


Cheremosh celebrates 45 years 


Benefit proceeds despite passing of Artistic Director’s wife 


(UkrNews)—Despite the cloud that hung over the 
evening caused by the untimely passing four days 
earlier of Cheremosh Artistic Director Mykola Kan- 
evets’ wife Olena, the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Company nevertheless proceeded with its 45th An- 
niversary Benefit & Ball, held at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre, October 24. 

Cheremosh President Graham Currie noted that 
“to go ahead was a difficult decision due to our re- 
cent loss,” but Mykola himself told them to go ahead 
because it was a “celebration of a 45 year history of 
an outstanding organization and a celebration of the 
many years of excellence ahead of us.” 

“But we have suffered a great loss and are deeply 
saddened by the death of Olena Kanevets, wife of our 


artistic director Mykola and mother of Cheremosh 
(School of Dance) dancer Sasha. Mykola and Sasha 
need us to be strong for them. They need us to be 
united and they need our support.” 

Master of Ceremonies Steven Chwok of 790 CFC W 
Radio (sponsor of the event) also offered his condol- 
ences, stating that the best we can do is include the 
family in our prayers. 

Bringing greetings from the Government of Alberta, 
Speaker of the Legislature Gene Zwozdesky, himself 
a former musical director, musical arranger, and con- 
ductor for Cheremosh, noted two critical milestones 
that Cheremosh achieved. 

They were the first group to perform at the Alberta 
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Cheremosh performs the Edmonton Hopak 
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Courtesy Car " Senior Citizen Discounts * Pre-Need Arrangements 
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11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 


Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


CCYK - we добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а поп-ргобі organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
* counselling and advice 
« information, referral 
* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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Дмитро Шурхало, 
Радіо Свобода 

«Блок ШПетра Порошенка» 
підтримає кандидатуру Арсенія 
Яценюка на посаду прем'єр- 
міністра нового  коаліційного 
уряду за умови детального 
погодження плану спільної 
діяльності. Таке рішення було 
озвучене під час зустрічі прези- 
дента Петра Порошенка із ново- 
браними народними депутатами 
від блоку його імені. Натомість 
формат парламентської коаліції — 
зокрема, скільки фракцій увійде 
до її складу й чи будуть там 
позафракційні депутати - наразі 
залишається невизначеним. 

«Пропозиція президента, яка 
була підтримана майбутніми де- 
путатами його партії - про вису- 
нення кандидатури Арсенія Яце- 
нюка... Згідно з Конституцією, 
саме найбільша фракція 
пропонує прем'єра і ми цим 
своїм правом скористалися для 
того, щоби продемонструвати: 
слова «час єднатись» є не лише 
гарним партійним гаслом, але й 
принципом нашої дії», - заявив 
голова «Блоку Петра Порошен- 
ка» Юрій Луценко. 

Натомість у «Блоці Порошен- 
ка» наразі не готові сказати, чи 
претендуватимуть вони на поса- 
ду спікера Верховної Ради. 

«Це не є питання коаліції. 
Безумовно, для того щоб не 
створювати надлишкову інтригу, 
ми можемо казати про те, що у 
нас будуть пропозиції з приводу 
того, кого ми бачимо на посаді 
спікера. Але наразі це питання не 
на часі. На часі - питання змісту 
коаліційної угоди й швидкість 
запуску реальної роботи Ради 
8-го скликання», - зазначив 13 


Коаліція: на трьох чи на п'ятьох? 


Арсеній Яценюк та Петро Порошенко, вересень 2014 року 


цього приводу один із очільників 
БШІ Віталій Ковальчук. 

Так само i формат коаліції 
наразі залишається до кінця 
не визначеним. Можливо, вона 
складатиметься лише з трьох 
фракцій - «Блоку Петра Поро- 
шенка», «Народного фронту» 
та «Самопомочі». Але соратни- 
ки президента не виключають, 
що до них можуть приєднатися 
«Батьківщина» та Радикальна 
партія Олега Ляшка. Невизна- 
ченою залишається й участь 
в коаліції | позафракційних 
депутатів. Більш-менш визначе- 
но, що новообрані депутати ви- 
ступають лише проти колишніх 
регіоналів, які голосували за 
диктаторські закони 16 січня та 
інших одіозних діячів. 

За словами політолога Воло- 
димира Фесенка, коаліція з п'яти 
фракцій краща тим, що якась 
одна політична сила не зможе за- 
блокувати рішення. 

«У принципі, розширення 
складу коаліції позбавляє одно- 
го з учасників «золотої акції». 


Якщо буде п'ять учасників 
коаліції, то для блокування 
рішення потрібна буде узгодже- 
на позиція двох чи навіть трьох 
політичних сил», - зауважує він. 

Після | узгодження  канди- 
датури прем'єра, ключовими 
невирішеними питаннями  за- 
лишаються посади спікера та 
міністра | внутрішніх справ, 
а також механізми взаємодії 
всередині коаліції. 

«Яценюк хоче, щоб уряд був 
максимально автономним, а в Шо- 
рошенка прагнуть, щоб коаліція 
все ж таки впливала на діяльність 
Кабміну», - вважає Фесенко. 

Політолог Вікторія ШПодгор- 
на також наголошує, що «Блок 
Петра Порошенка» та «Народ- 
ний фронт» продемонстрували 
різні підходи щодо формування 
коаліції. 

З огляду на це, експерти та 
новообрані депутати припуска- 
ють, що творення уряду буде 
складним процесом i новий 
Кабінет міністрів з'явиться не 
раніше грудня. 
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Секрет успіху «Самопомочі» 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Верховну Раду потрапить нова політична сила 
- «Самопоміч» мера Львова Андрія Садового, який 
сам за списком не йде у парламент. На попередніх 
виборах новачком у стінах Верховної Ради була 
партія, теж очолювана львів'янином, Олегом Тяг- 
нибоком, - ВО «Свобода». Як у Львові оцінюють 
політичний успіх «Самопомочі»? 

За | попередніми | підрахунками голосів, 
«Самопоміч» отримала 12-13%, посівши третє 
місце, після «Народного фронту» Арсенія Яценю- 
ка 1 «Блоку Петра Порошенка». 

Два роки тому ВО «Свобода» здобуло 38% 
голосів виборців Львівщини завдяки своїй 
патріотично-націоналістичній | риториці. Втім 
націоналістичних гасел виявилось замало - люди 
хотіли бачити реальне вирішення своїх проблем. 

Цього разу українське суспільство вимагає 
люстрації, миру у країні й нових облич у політиці. 
Усі ці фактори були прораховані у виборчій 
кампанії «Самопомочі». Ця політична сила, на 
відміну від інших, не асоціюється з АТО, з бойо- 
вими діями на теренах східної України. Ба більше 
того, наголошує політолог Оксана Дащаківська, 
навіть колір у політичній символіці «Самопомочі» 
- зелений, колір миру. 

Після Майдану і нині у час бойових дій на 
Сході громадяни потребують спокою 1 комфорту. 
За словами політолога, кияни віддали більше 20% 
голосів саме за «Самопоміч», тому що засумували 
за мирним життям. 

«У Львові не було Майдану, не було стрілянини. 
У людей одна асоціація - Львів, Андрій Садовий, 
«Самопоміч». Багато виборців, які були за «Сво- 
боду» у Києві, тепер голосували за «Самопоміч», 
бо не вірять у радикальні сили, а збільшилась по- 
треба конструктиву, спокою, миру 1 це IM пропонує 
«Самопоміч», - каже Оксана Дащаківська. 

А ще партія львівського мера мала вели- 
ку підтримку на центральних телеканалах і у 
підконтрольних медіа. Лояльні до Андрія Садово- 
го ЗМІ постійно творять позитивний образ безпро- 
блемного європейського Львова з європейським 


мером на чолі. 

А на цих дострокових виборах, наголошує ек- 
сперт, телевізор був найефективнішим каналом 
комунікації з виборцями. «У кого був телевізор, 
той вигравав вибори і міг мочити опонента». 

Команда львівського мера вміє ефективно 
займатись піаром, вдало використовувати схе- 
ми комунікації з громадськістю. Та й мера мож- 
на зустріти на вулицях міста - він зупиняється 
і розмовляє з людьми, демонструє відкритість, 
фотографується з туристами. Андрію (Садово- 
му опоненти закидають те, що він більше часу 
витрачає на власний піар, аніж на вирішення про- 
блем міста. Досить часто міський голова скар- 
житься на бездіяльність центральної влади і пар- 
ламенту. 

Навіть, коли не має результату у роботі, то піар- 
служба мера працює блискуче, каже Дащаківська. 
Але наголошує, що у парламенті піарників і 
маніпуляторів не бракує. 

«У Львові це одне, ау Києві цілком інший рівень. 
Я не впевнена, чи команда до цього рівня готова. 
Тут маніпуляції не пройдуть, так, як вдалося Садо- 
вому у Львові. Не вдасться бути білим і пухнастим. 
Тут все залежатиме, яка буде комунікація з вибор- 
цем, чи вмітимуть пояснити свою позицію. Треба 
вміти брати на себе відповідальність», - зауважила 
політолог. 

«Щодо представлення «Самопомочі» у 
Київській міській раді, то їхня поведінка у киян за- 
лишила приємне враження. Тому у Києві - понад 
20% за «Самопоміч». Успіх «Самопомочі», бо ця 
політична сила асоціюється у людей зі Львовом. 
Це швидше паралель позитивного іміджу Львова», 
— продовжує думку активіст руху «Чесно» Оксана 
Кузенко. 

Присутність у парламенті більше 30 депутатів 
від партії «Самопоміч» вимагатиме конкрети- 
ки у роботі і відповідальності. Бо популізм i ри- 
торику виборці дуже швидко відчують. Тоді на 
«Самопоміч» може очікувати політична доля 
ВО «Свобода». І вже у наступному парламенті її 
українці можуть не побачити. З 
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Canadian observers say 
election fair, transparent 


(UkrNews)—Canadian MPs who were in Ukraine 
to observe the Oct. 26 parliamentary elections say 
these were fair and transparent. 

“From what we saw and have heard, Ukraine ran 
a fair and open election with few irregularities being 
reported,” said James Bezan (CPC, Selkirk-Interlake), 
who headed the parliamentary mission along with 
other members of the OSCE. 

“fAlthough there were isolated instances at some 
polling stations of disruptions and violence, vot- 
ers were allowed to exercise their democratic right 
throughout most of the country. However, Ukrainians 
who are in Russian controlled Crimea and those who 
are facing Russian aggression in the Donbas, were de- 
nied their right to vote. President Putin must stop the 
illegal occupation and invasion of Ukraine.” 

Both Bezan and Ted Opitz (CPC, Etobicoke Centre) 
observed the elections in Odesa. 

“The people of Ukraine overwhelmingly demon- 
strated their support for parties and candidates who 
support closer Western ties, and economic, democrat- 
ic and government reforms. Ukraine’s Parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, will largely be made up of members 
who are committed to working with President Petro 
Poroshenko and implement his proposed policies and 
legislation. It is incumbent upon the Government of 
Ukzaine to not only respect the democratic will of 
its citizens, but to also administer their duties for the 
wellbeing of all Ukrainians,” said Opitz. 

Both Bezan and Opitz held a media teleconference 
Oct. 29 during which they noted that Canada has been 
a leader in the global response to recent Russian ag- 
gression in Ukraine, and has been one of Ukraine’s 
strongest supporters 

Linda Duncan (NDP, Edmonton-Strathcona) who 
observed the election in Lviv with Conservative col- 
league Mark Warawa (Langley) said they were “abso- 
lutely transparent and people were very cooperative 


with us and grateful that we were observing.” 

One difference from the previous election, held in 
2012, is that in the earlier one when they went to ob- 
serve in a psychiatric ward in a hospital people ob- 
jected to them being there. But this time people in that 
same ward were very cooperative. 

Dunean also told Ukrainian News she was im- 
pressed by the high turnout. The 70% turnout in Lviv 
Oblast was the highest in the country. 

Other MP who participated in the observer mis- 
sion were Conservative Joyce Bateman (Winnipeg 
South-Centre); New Democrats David Christopher- 
son (Hamilton-Centre), Malcolm Allen (Welland) and 
Liberal Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg —North). 

Senator Raynell Andreychuk, who headed the sep- 
arate The Canadian Election Observation Mission 
(CANEOM) said elections reflect the democratic will 
of the Ukrainian people and were held in accordance 
with Ukrainian legislation and international laws and 
standards. 

“We commend the people of Ukraine and the elec- 
tion administration for successful elections. The 
Ukrainian people worked hard under difficult circum- 
stances to ensure that the outcome of these elections 
be a genuine reflection of the will of the Ukrainian 
people,” she said at a press conference in Kyiv on Oct 
26, reported Interfax-Ukraine. 

She said that “despite the Russian occupation of Cri- 
mea and continuing destabilization in parts of Ukraine, a 
majority of Ukrainian people have freely exercised their 
democratic right to vote in Sunday’s elections.” 

Andreychuk said that the Ukrainian authorities had 
generally enforced the law when faced with electoral 
violations. 

CANEOM deployed almost 200 observers to all re- 
gions of Ukraine, except Crimea where no elections 
were taking place. The independent CANEOM mis- 
sion is funded by the Canadian government. 


Canada concerned that military 
equipment goes missing in Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Canada is looking at all options for 
military aid to Ukraine including those requests that 
came from Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko to 
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

Answering a question from Ukrainian News 
whether Canada would be prepared to consider 
providing lethal defensive aid to Ukraine, during a 
media teleconference held Oct. 29, James Bezan, MP 
for Selkirk Interlake and Parliamentary Secretary to 
Canada’s Minister of National Defence, added he was 
not prepared to disclose what those were. 

However there are concerns about corruption, he 
added. 

“One concern that we heard over there is that 
Ukraine has already gone out and bought some mili- 
tary equipment and it’s already gone missing,” he said 

“Unfortunately a number of items including rifles 
and grenade launchers and things of that natures have 
been sold off to the benefit of individuals to cash in 
that money and who knows whose hands those fire- 


arms and those weapons have fallen into,” he added. 

MP Ted Opitz (Etobicoke-Centre), who also partici- 
pated in the teleconference said you just don’t hand 
over weapons systems. Ukraine is used to operating 
with Soviet weapons and Ukrainians are not trained to 
use some of the Western ones and lack the logistical 
ability to maintain and operate them. 

When asked in a follow-up whether there is any 
consideration to providing monitors to ensure weap- 
ons get into the right places and on spot advisors to 
teach them how to use our weapons, Bezan replied: 

“That’s one of the things that is taking place includ- 
ing the OSCE monitoring mission which Canada is a 
part of and we’ve already deployed 21 new monitors 
in addition to the 24 Canadians that are already part 
of this mission. As Poroshenko said we have been a 
leader in the global response to Russian aggression in 
Ukraine and will continue to work with the govern- 
ment of Ukraine and allies as to how we can best assist 
in the fight for democracy.” 


. Uppal concludes successful visit 
| to Ukraine and Poland 


(UkrNews)—Tim Uppal, Minister of State for 
Multiculturalism, on Oct. 30 concluded a trip to 
Ukraine and Poland, where he highlighted the import- 
ance of freedom and choice in a democratic society 
while also reiterating the Government of Canada’s 
commitment to a coordinated global effort against 
hatred and anti-Semitism. 

While in Ukraine, Minister Uppal met with the head 
of Canada’s bilateral election observation mission, 
Senator Raynell Andreychuk, and thanked her and her 
team of experienced elections observers for their brav- 
ery, dedication and passion for the cause of Ukrainian 
democracy. 

He also visited the regional United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees office, and met with Rever- 
end Mykhailo Melnyk of the Catholic Near East Welfare 


Association to discuss efforts to advance and promote 
religious freedom in both Canada and the Ukraine. 

While in Kyiv, Minister Uppal visited the memorial 
to the Maidan’s Heavenly Hundred and placed flowers 
in their honour. He also paid his respects at the monu- 
ment to the victims of the Holodomor genocide. 

His trip continued in Poland, where he joined the 
Polish Ambassador to Canada at the grand opening 
of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews, which 
presents the thousand-year history of Polish Jews. He 
also visited Gurdwara Singh Sabha in Warsaw, and 
Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz, Archbishop of Krakow 
in Krakow, to discuss the importance of religious 
freedom, in Canada and abroad. Minister Uppal’s trip 
concluded with a tour of the Memorial and Museum 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau. 


Baird condemns 
Russian troop 
movements 


(UkrNews)—Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird on November 5 
condemned Russian troop movements near Ukraine 

“Canada is deeply concerned by reports of Russian troops moving 
closer to the border with Ukraine,” he stated 

“We strongly condemn these provocative actions by Russia, and we 
believe this is further proof that the Kremlin only seeks to hamper the 
peace process in Ukraine. 

“We call on Russia to immediately withdraw its troops not only from 
border regions but also from Ukraine’s sovereign territory, where they 
continue to contribute to the violence that has cost over 4,000 lives to 
date. 

“Russia and the militants it continues to support must immediately 
begin to implement their commitments under the Minsk agreements, as 
Ukraine has done. Russia’s failure to do so to date is unacceptable and 
jeopardizes the peace process. 

“Canada will monitor developments closely and will continue to 
work with partners and allies to maintain pressure on Russia to cease its 
aggression,” he added. 


Correction 


The correct dates for the birth and death of the late Bill Diachuk are 
October 10, 1929 and October 17, 2014, respectively. 
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directors who understand how 
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to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 

When the time comes to honor a 
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respectful way, please call us. 
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| Smoky Lake | Vegreville 


Жанна Безп'ятчук, 
Радіо Свобода 

Зі скасування 
недоторканності 
розпочати | свою діяльність 
партії, | обрані | до 
Верховної Ради. Цю ініціативу 
обіцяють підтримати не 
лише парламентські сили, які 
асоціюються з Майданом, але 
й «Опозиційний блок», до 
окремих кандидатів якого, як 
стверджують їхні опоненти, у 
правоохоронних органів може 
бути багато запитань. Тим ча- 
сом експерти наголошують, що 
депутатську недоторканність в 
Україні потрібно не скасовувати, 
а обмежувати. 

Розстріли «Небесної сотні», 
війна на сході України, «сміттєва 
люстрація», закон про очищення 
влади, вже відкриті кримінальні 
справи, участь у незаконних «ре- 
ферендумах» - ніщо не зупиняє 
окремих представників режиму 
Януковича від спроб потрапити 
знову до парламенту. І деякі з цих 
спроб виявляються успішними. 

21 березня цілий загін 
спецпризначенців, | озброєних 
автоматами, | затримував | у 
Києві екс-голову НАК «Нафто- 
газ» Євгена Бакуліна в рамках 
розслідування корупційних схем 
у газовій сфері. Як повідомив 
тоді міністр внутрішніх справ 
Арсен Аваков, його затримали 


обіцяють 


депутатської 


нової 


за трьома епізодами діяльності 
злочинного угруповання, які за- 
вдали збитків державі на суму 
близько 4 мільярдів доларів. 18 
вересня Генеральна прокурату- 
ра закрила кримінальне справу 
проти нього, хоча вже наступно- 
го дня скасувала свою постанову 
про її закриття. 

Сьогодні Євген Бакулін, як ма- 
жоритарник від «Опозиційного 
блоку», претендує на  депу- 
татський мандат у 106-my 
окрузі в Сіверськодонецьку на 
Луганщині. Станом на вечір 
понеділка, 27 жовтня, тамтеш- 
ня ОВК, щоправда, спромоглася 
порахувати лише близько 5 % 
протоколів, відповідно до яких 
Євген Бакулін лідирує (44,84 
%). 

Ще один приклад — самови- 
суванець регіонал Леонід Бай- 
саров, який наразі перемагає 
в  50-му окрузі на Донбасі 
(Добропілля, | Добропільський 
район, Красноармійськ, Дими- 
тров). За джерелами Радіо Свобо- 
да, Леонід Байсаров брав участь 
у незаконному «референдумі» 
щодо незалежності 0 «ДНР», 
визнаної терористичною 
організацією в Україні 

Молоді політики, які пройш- 
ли до Верховної Ради, пропо- 
нують новий рецепт очищення 
законодавчої влади - скасування 
депутатської недоторканності. 


Як я можу Вам допомогти? 


Thomas А. Lukaszuk 

MLA, Edmonton - Castle Downs 
12120 161 Avenue 

Edmonton, АВ Т5Х 5М8 

Phone 780-414-0705 Fax 780-414-0707 


Email: edmonton.castledowns@assembly.ab.ca 


www.thomasmla.com 
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Нова Рада скасує депутатську недоторканність? 


Одне з «нових облич» парламен- 
ту від партії «Самопоміч», гро- 
мадський активіст Єгор Соболєв 
одразу після виборів пообіцяв: 
це буде перше, чого домагати- 
меться його політична сила. 

«Перша дія «Самопомочі» 
в HOBOMY парламенті - це 
ініціювання зняття депутатської 
недоторканності. | Кожен 13 
членів нашої партії, що прой- 
шов до парламенту, після по- 
трапляння в Раду звернеться з 
проханням зняти депутатську 
недоторканність з себе. Далі ми 
змусимо парламент ухвалити та- 
кий закон, отримаємо висновок 
Конституційного суду й разом 
із суспільством знову змусимо 
парламент віддати 300 голосів 
за те, щоб таке ганебне поняття, 
як депутатська недоторканність, 
яка штовхає до Ради насамперед 
тих же олігархів, залишилося в 
історії», - заявив Соболєв. 

Керівник і засновник 
громадської організації «Центр 
UA» Олег Рибачук в ефірі 
Радіо Свобода відзначив, що, як 
громадській активіст, повністю 
підтримує цю ініціативу. 

«Через бажання отримати 
недоторканність ми бачимо в 
новому складі парламенту дуже 
багато, м'яко кажучи, негідних 
облич, які скористалися тим, що 
виборчий закон не був змінений 
і вони проходять за мажоритар- 
ними округами, деякі з них ро- 
блять це нахабно, грубо. Так як 
система виборів не була змінена, 
новий парламент не представляє 
адекватно настроїв суспільства», 
- вважає Рибачук. 

Прихильники зняття 
недоторканності запевняють, що 
це робитиме всіх депутатів особи- 
сто зацікавленими у незалежності 
правосуддя й правоохоронних 
органів в Україні, стимулювати- 
ме їхнє очищення від корупції, 
принаймні опосередковано. 

Депутат ш сьомого  скликан- 
ня від УДАРу Єгор Фірсов 
наразі спостерігає за вибора- 
ми в Донецькій області. Він 
повідомив, що в Авдіївці в день 
виборів He працювала  жод- 
на дільниця. Це 45-й округ, 


де вже були оброблені всі 100 
% протоколів i з результатом 
72,73 Ус переміг регіонал Юхим 
Звягільський. 

Комітет виборців України 
вже заявив, що, на його думку, 
легітимність результатів виборів 
у низці одномандатних округів 
у Донецькій області, зокрема в 
окрузі Ne 45, де перемагає camo- 
висуванець Юхим Звягільський, 
є сумнівною. 

Фірсов переконаний, що питан- 
ня про скасування депутатської 
недоторканності має бути пер- 
шочерговим на порядку денно- 
му новообраної Верховної Ради. 
І він у коментарі Радіо Свобода 
пояснює чому: 

«Одіозні особи, у минулому 
члени Партії регіонів: Юхим 
Звягільський (самовисува- 
нець, округ Мо 45), Юрій Солод 
(«Опозиційний блок», округ Мо 
47), Сергій Клюєв (самовисува- 
нець, округ Ne 46), Денис Оме- 
льянович (самовисуванець, Мо 
49), людина Бориса Колеснико- 
ва, Леонід Байсаров (самовису- 
ванець, округ Ne 50)» - всі вони, 
по суті, ідуть до парламенту, щоб 
отримати недоторканність», — 
вважає Фірсов. 


Він додає, що  депутатсь- 
кий мандат, як і раніше, за- 
хищатиме від кримінального 


переслідування. 

«Вони прагнуть убезпечи- 
ти себе від кримінального 
переслідування. Вони 
розуміють, що грішків у них 
достатньо багато. Зараз вони 
біжать до парламенту прикри- 
ватися депутатським манда- 
том. Мовляв, насобрали люди. 
Якщо ви будете нас судити, 
переслідувати за допомогою 
правоохоронних органів, то 
це буде вважатися політичним 
переслідуванням», - зауважує 
політик. 

І хоч від «Опозиційного бло- 
ку» в мажоритарних округах за 
мандати змагаються кандидати з 
кримінальними справами, як-от 
Євген Бакулін, 24-й номер цієї 
політичної сили Юрій Павленко 
пообіцяв у коментарі Радіо Сво- 
бода, що «Опозиційний блок», 


до якого увійшли, зокрема, екс- 
регіонали, також підтримуватиме 
скасування недоторканності. 

«Зняття депутатської 
недоторканності € одним i3 
пунктів нашої програми, тому 
ми будемо й ініціювати, i 
підтримувати ініціативи, які 
будуть стосуватися обмеження 
чи повного зняття депутатської 
недоторканності», — сказав 
політик. 

Екс-суддя | Конституційного 
суду України, доктор  юри- 
дичних Hayk Микола Козю- 
бра у коментарі Радіо Свобода 
зауважує, що в Європі йому не 
відома жодна країна, де б депу- 
татська недоторканність була 
скасована повністю. На думку 
експерта, проблема в тім, що в 
Україні це поняття є занадто ши- 
роким, тобто робить народних 
обранців занадто «недоторкан- 
ними». Відповідно, ці привілеї 
потрібно не скасовувати, а зву- 
жувати. 

«Потрібно звужувати депутатсь- 
ку недоторканність. Суддівську 
теж потрібно звужувати. Вона 
має бути прив'язана до виконання 
функцій. Поза межами цього її не 
повинно бути, це справді так», - 
пояснює правник. 

Козюбра відзначає, що у будь- 
якому разі недоторканністьне може 
звільняти обраних представників 
народу від відповідальності за 
тяжкі злочини. 

Тим uacom КВУ висловив 
сумнів | щодо легітимності 
виборів не лише в окрузі, де не 
відкривалися масово дільниці й 
перемагає Юхим Звягільський, 
але й у 102-му окрузі на 
Кіровоградщині, де перемагає 
чільний представник команди 
exc-Mepa Києва Леоніда Черно- 
вецького Олесь Довгий. 

Юристи відзначають також, 
що зміни до виборчого законо- 
давства, а саме: запроваджен- 
ня відкритих списків партій 
і відмова від мажоритарної 
складової - могли б остаточ- 
но усунути спокусу балотува- 
тися до парламенту лише зад- 
ля уникнення кримінальної 
відповідальності. 


Вибори на Харківщині. Про що 
свідчить перемога екс-регіоналів? 


Анатолій Мажора, 
Радіо Свобода 

Колишні регіонали, які пе- 
ред виборами до парламенту 
об'єдналися в «Опозиційний 
блок», на Харківщині посіли 
перше місце. За політсилу про- 
голосувала третина виборців 
(32,16%). А в мажоритарних 
округах - переважна більшість 
самовисуванці = колишні 
регіонали. Чому Харків 
традиційно проголосував | за 
«стару гвардію»? 

Багатолюдні мітинги за 
єдність, марші на честь УПА та 
бійців української армії, на яких 
майорить українська символіка. 
Повалення пам'ятника Леніну на 
центральній площі, як символу 
тоталітаризму. 

Харків, який начебто став 
проукраїнським містом за 
російської агресії на Донбасі, на 


виборах проголосував переваж- 
но за «Опозиційний блок», пред- 
ставники якого були стовпами 
режиму Януковича. 

«По-перше, це певна 
консервативність харківського 
електорату, який завжди був ба- 
зою для Партії регіонів. І є інерція 
політичної культури та інерція 
політичних орієнтацій», — гово- 
рить політолог Олександр Фісун. 

«Опозиційний блок» на 
Харківщині загалом набрав тре- 
тину голосів виборців. Окрім 
цього по мажоритарним окру- 
гам лідерами є самовисуванці, 
колишні регіонали: Валерій Пи- 
саренко, Дмитро Святаш, Олек- 
сандр Фельдман, Дмитро Шен- 
цев та брат Михайла Добкіна - 
Дмитро Добкін. 

Їм на руку зіграв старий спосіб 
боротьби за виборця. Користую- 
чись підтримкою міського голо- 


ви Геннадія Кернеса, кандидати 
у Харкові ремонтували під'їзди. 

«Люди за звичкою, за принци- 
пом впізнаваності та комфорту, 
роблять той вибір, який робили 
до цього. Все ж прокласти ас- 
фальт або відремонтувати під'їзд 
— це більш конкретно та знайомо, 
ніж просто слова», - говорить 
кандидат психологічних наук 
Максим Житко. 

Політологи перемогу синьо- 
голубих на Харківщині  вва- 
жають не так їх виграшем, 
- оскільки загалом підтримка 
старої гвардії істотно зменши- 
лася, - як програшем демокра- 
тичних сил. Останні не знайшли 
правильних підходів й не змогли 
висунути спільних кандидатів. 

Винятком став лише 169- 
й округ у Харкові, де переміг 
Олександр Кірш від «Народного 
фронту». 
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Sweeping victory for pro- 
Europe parties in Ukraine| S189 EU-brokered 


(UkrNews/RFE/RL)—Pro-Europe parties won a 
sweeping victory in a crucial parliamentary election 
that Ukrainians hope will strengthen the country after 
a year of political turmoil and months of warfare 
against Russian-supported separatists in the east. 

Results posted on the Central Election Commission 
site as of Nov. 4 indicated that the Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc had won the most seats (132 seats) in the election 
(because of its lead in single-seat constituencies) 
with the People’s Front (who gained more votes than 
the Petro Poroshenko Bloc on the nationwide party 
list coming second with 83 seats. 100 independent 
candidates seemed to win a seat in single-seat 
constituencies. Self Reliance seemed to have won 33 
seats, the Opposition Bloc 29 seats, the Radical Party 
22 seats, Fatherland 19 seats, Svoboda 6 seats, Right 
Sector 1 seat, Strong Ukraine 1 seat, Volia 1 seat, and 
Zastup also 1 seat. 

225 deputies were elected according to party lists 
but only 197 in single member constituencies as votes 
weren’t held in the 12 constituencies in Russian-held 
Crimea and 15 in terrorist held parts of Donbas. As a 
result 27 seats will remain vacant. 

In the proportional list, People’s Front led with 
22.1% and 64 seats, followed by the Petro Poroshenko 
Bloc with 21.81% and 63 seats, the Self Reliance 
Party with 10.98% and 33 
Seats, the Opposition Bloc with 9.42% and 27 seats, 
the Radical Party of Oleh Lyashko with 7.44% and 22 
seats and “Fatherland” with 5.68% and 17 seats. 

Svoboda with 4.71% of the vote failed to cross 
the 5% barrier as did several other parties including 
Serhiy Tihipko’s Strong Ukraine and the Communists, 
who will be shut out of Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada for 
the first time since the USSR was first established. 

Poroshenko said on national television late 
on October 26 that voters had given “strong and 
irreversible backing to Ukraine’s path to Europe.” 

He said the vote demonstrated support for “political 
methods” to end the conflict with pro-Russian separatists 
who hold swathes of populous eastern Ukraine after 
fighting that has killed more than 3,700 people since 
April and persists despite a September 5 cease-fire. 

In a statement on the presidential website, 
Poroshenko thanked voters for backing a “democratic, 
reformist, pro-Ukrainian and pro-European majority.” 

He said coalition talks would begin on October 27 
and called the People’s Front the “main partner” for 
his bloc. 

Poroshenko called the early poll in a bid to set 
Ukraine on a new path eight months after Yanukovych 
was ousted following opposition protests he touched 
off by scrapping plans to tighten ties with the European 
Union and turning to Russia instead. 

Russia responded to Yanukovych’s ouster by 
annexing the Crimea region in March, and Kyiv and 


the West accuse Moscow of sending troops and arms 
to support pro-Russian rebellions that erupted in the 
eastern provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk. 

Yatsenyuk, who is a fierce critic of Russia and is 
popular among Western governments for his support 
for economic reforms, said on October 26 that a 
governing coalition would have to be formed “as 
quickly as possible.” 

“This is to be a very pro-reform and pro-European, 
smart and even tough coalition,” he said. “Because the 
new government, together with the new parliament, is 
to pass a number of austerity packages, and a number 
of reforms that are not easy for the people in a short- 
term perspective.” 

Radical Party leader Lyashko said the election 
presented “a unique opportunity for the first time to 
get a Ukrainian parliament that would lead Ukraine to 
Europe and towards NATO.” 

Polls showed a majority of Ukrainians support 
economic and democratic reforms — especially a 
crackdown on corruption — leading eventually to 
membership in the European Union. 

"І believe that everything will be good in our 
country,” said Oleksandr Kutsenko, a Kyiv resident 
who voted for Poroshenko’s bloc. 

But the conflict in eastern Ukraine, which has 
poisoned ties with Moscow and sapped the country’s 
struggling economy, cast a shadow over the election. 

The September 5 cease-fire ended much of 
the fighting, but daily violations continue to kill 
government troops, rebels, and civilians. 

Russia vehemently opposes Ukrainian membership 
in NATO, and its concerns about an Association 
Agreement that Poroshenko signed with EU in 
June prompted Brussels and Kyiv to postpone 
implementation of a key free-trade portion of the deal 
until 2016. 

Kremlin critics say Russia supported the cease-fire 
because it followed rebel gains that left the separatists 
in control over large portions of Donetsk and Luhansk, 
giving Moscow a lever of influence on Ukraine for 
years to come. 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin 
said it was clear the Ukrainian election was valid “in 
spite of the rather harsh and dirty campaign,” Interfax 
news agency reported. 

He said the new Rada would have to “start an 
inclusive dialogue with entire society, establish direct 
contacts with representatives of regions and seek a 
diplomatic solution to the problems caused by the 
actions of Kyiv.” 

Russia blames Kyiv and the West for Ukraine’s 
political turmoil and denies any role in the conflict 
in east despite what NATO and Ukraine say is clear 
evidence of its support in the form of troops, weapons, 
and propaganda. 


Poroshenko 


orders extra 


troops into eastern Ukraine 
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Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
criticized the separatist elections as “unfortunate and 
counterproductive,” and called on all parties to recom- 
mit to full implementation of the Minsk agreement. 

In Brussels, EU foreign policy chief Federica 
Mogherini called the elections “illegal and illegitim- 
ate” and an “obstacle to peace.” 

Mogherini spoke at a press conference with NATO 
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg, who said Rus- 
sian troops were “moving closer” to the border with 
Ukraine. 

Stoltenberg added that Russia continues to support 
the separatists “by training them, by providing equip- 
ment and supporting them also by having Russian spe- 
cial forces in eastern parts of Ukraine.” 

In Washington, the White House said it will not rec- 
ognize the “sham” elections held by the separatists. 

State Department spokesperson Jen Psaki said the 
United States “deplores and does not recognize” the 
elections. 

She added that Moscow’s response to the poll has 


been “out of step with both the letter and the spirit of 
the Minsk agreements.” 

The spokesman for German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel described as “incomprehensible” Moscow’s 
backing of the elections, and warned that Russia could 
face further sanctions. 

Addressing the Canadian parliament in Ottawa, 
Nov. 3, French President Francois Hollande called on 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin “to stay within the 
framework” of the September 5 agreement. 

More than 4,000 combatants and civilians have 
been killed since April in a conflict between govern- 
ment forces and rebels Kyiv and NATO say have been 
backed by Russian troops and arms. 

NATO’s top military commander, U.S. Air Force 
General Philip Breedlove, said Russia continues to 
re-supply the pro-Moscow separatists in Ukraine, and 
estimated that some 250-300 Russian forces are still 
operating inside Ukzaine. 

Breedlove noted on November 3 what he called a 
trend toward the hardening of the line of demarcation 
between Ukrainian government forces and the separa- 
tists, saying it “has become more defined.” 


Russia, Ukraine 


gas supply deal 


(RFE/RL)—Moscow and Kyiv have signed a landmark agreement that 
will guarantee Russian gas deliveries to Ukraine throughout the winter 
despite tense relations over the fighting in eastern Ukraine. 

The EU-brokered deal, which extends until March 2015, was signed 
at a ceremony in Brussels, October 30, by the energy ministers of the 
two countries, Aleksandr Novak and Yuriy Prodan, and European Energy 
Commissioner Guenther Oettinger. 

Outgomg EU Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, who 
oversaw the signing, hailed the agreement, saying, “There is now no 
reason for people in Europe to stay cold this winter.” 

The hard-fought deal followed months-long EU-mediated negotiations 
between Moscow and Kyiv amid a long and bitter dispute over payments. 

The agreement was reached after two days of marathon talks that had 
stalled before dawn оп October.30 when Russia demanded that the EU 
first agree with Ukraine how to pay Kyiv’s outstanding bills and finance 
gas deliveries through to March. 

Oettinger said that under the accord, Ukraine will pay Russia $1.45 
billion in gas arrears within “days” for Moscow to resume gas deliveries. 

He said Russia will then “immediately” lower Ukraine’s gas price by 
$100 from the $485 per 1,000 cubic meters that it had been demanding 
Ukraine pay. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, in figures later confirmed 
by Moscow, said Ukraine would pay $378 per 1,000 cubic metres to the 
end of 2014 and $365 in the first quarter of 2015. 

Kyiv will subsequently have access to Russian gas deliveries in 
exchange for prepayment, according to Oettinger. He said Ukraine also 
agreed to settle another $1.65 billion in arrears by the end of the year. 

The deal is expected to include EU funding to help Ukraine pay off its 
debts to Russia’s state-owned gas giant Gazprom. 

Oettinger said, “We can guarantee a security of supply over the winter,’ 
not only for Ukraine but also for the EU member states closest to the 
region. 

He added that the deal “is perhaps the first glimmer of a relaxation” 
between Ukraine and Russia. 

Ukraine’s Prodan said the “decisions taken today will provide energy 
security for Ukraine and the EU.” 

Moscow cut off gas deliveries to Ukraine in mid-June, citing a $5.3 
billion debt and demanding that Ukraine settle its outstanding bills and 
pay up front for any future deliveries. 

The dispute occurred amid Russia’s conflict with Ukraine and Western 
sanctions imposed on Moscow for its annexation of Crimea in March and 
its subsequent military and political support for pro-Russian separatists 
in eastern Ukraine. 

With Ukraine relying on Russia for around 50 percent of its gas, the 
onset of winter made the need for a deal more urgent. 

Russia also provides about one-third of the European Union’s gas, 
about half of which is pumped via Ukraine. 

The EU was seeking to avoid a repeat of 2006 and 2009 when Russia 
halted supplies to Ukraine, disrupting deliveries to Europe during two 
very cold winters. 

But Russia’s Novak said after the signing that Moscow will remain a 
“reliable supplier” of energy to Europe and the deal struck with Ukraine 
will ensure stable gas deliveries over the winter. 

In reaction to the deal, the French and German leaders said in a joint 
statement that the EU will “fully play its role” to implement the gas deal. 

Francois Hollande and Angela Merkel said they had spoken with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and his Ukrainian counterpart Petro 
Poroshenko earlier October 30, and all four “have welcomed the 
conclusion of negotiations on the delivery of Russian gas to Ukraine, 
achieved thanks to the mediation of the European Union.” 


> 


Ukraine pays first tranche 
of gas debt to Russia 


(RFE/RL)—Kyiv says it has paid the first tranche of its debt to Russia’s 
Gazprom, fulfilling the terms of an EU-brokered deal Oct. 30. 

- Ukraine’s state gas company Naftogaz said November 4 it transferred 
$1.45 billion to Russia’s Gazprom. 

Moscow raised the price it was asking Kyiv pay for gas early this year 
and stopped supplying gas to Ukraine in June, citing $5.3 billion in debt 
and demanding advance payment for future supplies. 

The October 30 accord calls for Ukraine to pay $3.1 billion in two 
tranches by the end of the year. 

Gazprom has said it would restart gas supplies to Ukraine as soon as 
Kyiv repaid the first debt tranche, as well as $760 million up front for 
November supplies. 

Naftogaz did not refer to a payment for November gas in its November 
4 statement. 
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Ukraine cannot 
afford another 
missed opportunity 


Despite the 27 vacancies in constituencies where elections could not be 
held because they were either controlled by Russia, or its terrorist proxies, 
the new Verkhovna Rada has a very strong pro-European, pro-democratic 
majority and not just a mandate — but a resounding demand from the voters 
to initiate serious reform. It is a demand that must not be ignored. 

The top three parties, the Poroshenko Bloc with 132 seats, the People’s 
Front with 83 and Self-Reliance with 34 (if you include the one single- 
mandate district won by its ally the Volia Party) are most likely to form a 
strong governing coalition which, between them, will have 249 seats. To 
make this work it is imperative that both President Poroshenko and Prime 
Minister Areseniy Yatseniuk restrain their personal ambitions and work 
together for the good of the country. It was the personal rivalry between 
Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko that destroyed the Orange co- 
alition and led to Yanukovych’s reign of terror. That must never again be 
allowed to happen. Self-Reliance is leading by example. It has declared it 
does not want ministrial seats, but is adamant about the reform measures 
the coalition must enact. 

But there are many other elements that must be brought together in 
order to form a constitutional majority of 300. Among these are the Rad- 
ical Party with 22 seats, Fatherland with 19 seats, and Svoboda with six. 
Including these already brings the number up to 296. And many more 
can be recruited from the 100 independents, which also allows for much 
more leeway should any of the minor parties become difficult. 

With a firm constitutional majority the new Rada can proceed with some 
long-overdue changes which will lead the way to reform. Among them: 

* Remove parliamentary immunity. This has been grossly abused by 
corrupt politicians seeking (an in many cases simply buying) parliament- 
ary seats to avoid criminal prosecution. Removing it and bringing crim- 
inal deputies to justice will greatly reform the system and meet a demand 
that voters are clamouring for. 

* Remove the 226 vote requirement for the passage legislation or the 
formation of a government. Simply count votes for or against of those 
present in parliament, like every other civilized nation does. This is made 
even more urgent by the fact that the 27 vacancies amount to 27 votes 
against everything under the current system. 

* Return to the total proportional voting system. The single-mandate 
districts are where historically the greatest vote fraud and corruption has 
occurred and where corrupt politicians are most likely to win. This is 
compounded by the first-past the post-system where, in Ukraine, a 20% 
vote can constitute a landslide. 

- Decentralize the government. More powers and revenue should be 
given to provincial and municipal government — especially the right to 
democratically elect their own governors and (in some cases) mayors, 
instead of have them appointed by the president. Decentralization is es- 
sential in a country as diverse as Ukraine and will go a long way in al- 
leviating the ethnic divide that has plagued the country in the past. 

The new government must also pass comprehensive lustration and 
anti-corruption legislation, make a concerted effort to bring criminal pol- 

iticians and oligarchs to justice and show the people of Ukraine that it 
is truly committed to change. Russian aggression has united most of the 
country into electing the most pro-European, pro-democratic and рго- 
Ukrainian parliament in history. It must now step up to the plate. Ukraine 
cannot afford another missed opportunity. It could mean the end of an 
independent, sovereign Ukraine. 
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Russia annexes Donbas 
but loses Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio, Financial Times Blog 

Internationally unrecognised ‘elections’ held on 
November 2 in the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk 
People’s Republics (DNR and LNR) have entrenched 
Russia’s annexation of the eastern Donbas region and 
established a de facto new border with Ukraine. A pro- 
posed Russian treaty with the DNR and LNR is sus- 
piciously similar to its September 2008 recognition of 
the independence of South Ossetia and Abkhazia. 

Russia defied international opprobrium to recognise 
the ‘election’ results, revealing the weakness of the 
EU and the OSCE, which have not widened sanctions 
against Russia but restricted themselves to diplomatic 
protests as Russia continues to flout Ukraine’s territor- 
ial integrity and the Minsk Accords. 

Five ‘humanitarian convoys’ have crossed into 
Ukraine without Ukrainian or ICRC authorization, 
while the OSCE has failed to prevent huge convoys 
of Russian forces and equipment crossing the border. 
Over the Nov. 1-2 weekend, 50 trucks crossed into 
Donetsk from Russia. Russia has 15,000 troops in the 
DNR and LNR and is training a similar sized separa- 
tist force, according to the Ukrainian National Secur- 
ity and Defence Council. 

The EU and OSCE have a poor track record in pre- 
vious frozen conflicts, where they merely added a fig 
leaf of legitimacy to Russia’s ‘peacekeeping’ occu- 
pations. Russia is ignoring the September Minsk ac- 
cords in the same manner as it flouted the agreement 
brokered by the EU in 2008 on Georgia. Now, as then, 
there have been no consequences for Russia. 

Following the ‘election’ Ukraine’s options are two- 
fold: 

One, accept offers from Croatia and others to re- 
train and advise Ukrainian security forces with a view 
to undertaking a military offensive to recapture ter- 
ritories annexed by Russia. In 1991, Yugoslav-Serb 
forces defeated the Croats but five years later, follow- 
ing huge support from their diaspora and covert US 
and other western military support, the new Croatian 
forces defeated Serbian separatists and ended three 
frozen conflicts. 

Ukraine’s diaspora is dominated by profession- 
als rather than businessmen and therefore has fewer 
financial resources than the more business oriented 
Croatian diaspora. Western military support is also 
less forthcoming, although the US has begun some 
training of Ukrainian forces and the next US President, 
whether democrat or republican, will back the US 


Congress in providing military assistance. 

A second option advocated by Rutgers Professor 
Alexander Motyl is to abandon the Donbas enclave. 
The ‘elections’ have entrenched the partition after 
five months of brutal fighting that has claimed at least 
2,000 Ukrainian military dead, wounded and missing, 
an unknown number of separatists, between 1,500 and 
4,300 dead and missing Russian soldiers according 
to Russian NGOs, 3,000 civilian deaths and a million 
people who have fled their homes. 

Accepting the demarcation line as the new Russian- 
Ukrainian border would be politically difficult for Pet- 
ro Poroshenko, Ukraine’s president, because of oppos- 
ition from nationalists and volunteer National Guard 
battalions, whose leaders were elected to parliament. 
At the same time, many Ukrainian intellectuals such 
as Mykola Riabchuk and Yuriy Andrukhovych back 
Motyl’s call for ditching the Donbas enclave and 
would be backed by the majority of Ukrainians if the 
question were put to a referendum. In western Ukraine 
there are growing calls not to send ‘our boys’ to die 
fighting for Ukrainians who loath them as a result of 
Uksainian military tactics and of the local population 
buying into Russian television propaganda that por- 
trays Ukraine as a US puppet state run by fascists. 

Accepting the current demarcation line as Ukraine’s 
new border with Russia would accomplish two object- 
ives. 

First, the frozen conflict zone would become Rus- 
sia’s problem, as would the huge cost of rebuilding 
destroyed and damaged property and infrastructure. 
Moscow would no longer be able to use the frozen 
conflict to influence Ukrainian policies. 

Second, without the Crimea and Donbas enclave, 
public sentiment against European integration would 
become minimal. This has already changed the polit- 
ical dynamic leading to the election of Ukraine’s first 
pro-European constitutional parliamentary majority. 
Ukraine’s president, parliament and government could 
focus on long-overdue reforms and fighting high-level 
corruption towards the goal of European integration. 

Russia, by annexing Crimea and recognizing the 
Donbas ‘elections’ has scored an own goal. This is the 
reason why Ukrainians joke that a monument should 
be unveiled to Vladimir Putin in Kyiv as a thank you. 


Taras Kuzio is a research associate at the Centre for 
Political and Regional Studies, Canadian Institute for 
Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. 


UCC condemns elections at gunpoint 


(UCC National)—The pseudo-elections held on 
November 2 by the Kremlin-backed terrorist groups 
“Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics” were il- 
legal and illegitimate. The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress calls for Canada and the world community to not 
recognize the results. 

The elections in the Kremlin-controlled territories 
in Donetsk and Luhansk were held at the barrel of a 
gun and have no legitimacy. Voting took place in the 
presence of armed men, and information was actively 
spread that those who did not come to vote would be 
deemed “disloyal” and judged according to martial 
law. Pensioners were told that in order to receive their 
pensions, they would have to come to voting precincts 
to confirm their residence. 

Ukraine’s Security and Defense Council stated that 
coercion was used. For example in Snizhne, where 
turnout was very low, Kremlin-backed terrorists ar- 
rived on tanks in residential areas, and, threatening to 
fire, forced people to vote in the election. In Rovenky, 
teachers and doctors planned a strike, but Kremlin- 
backed terrorists threatened them with automatic 
weapons and forced them to vote. Large numbers of 
soldiers of the Russian army took part in the vote, dis- 
guised as “peaceful residents.” 

“Sunday’s pseudo-elections in the part of the Don- 
bas are completely opposite to the voting of October 26 
[in Ukraine’s Parliamentary elections]. Unfortunately, 
it is the part still controlled by militants. This farce at 
a gunpoint has nothing in common with the expres- 
sion of the people’s will. It cannot be called elections 
by its definition,” stated Ukraine’s President Petro 


Poroshenko. “Bandits, terrorists and interventionists 
can coronate themselves as deputies, prime-ministers 
and ministers. They may even call themselves kings or 
emperors. Still, no matter what they put on their heads, 
they will remain occupants, criminals and militants. 
Ukraine will never recognize the so-called elections of 
November 2. We cannot respect the choice that exists 
neither actually nor legally.” 

“Yesterday’s so-called elections in the territories 
of Donetsk and Luhansk regions are the antithesis of 
democracy and a brutal violation of Minsk protocol of 
September 5,” stated Ukrainian Canadian Congress Na- 
tional President Paul Grod. “The Secretary General of 
the United Nations, the European Union, the Council of 
Europe, the United States and the international commun- 
ity have condemned yesterday’s vote as illegal and il- 
legitimate. We encourage the international community to 
increase its resolve to ensure that Russia does not again 
annex sovereign Ukrainian territory as was the case in 
Crimea in March. Russian units are operating openly to- 
day on sovereign Ukrainian territory and the West must 
move to stop Putin’s aggression and provide Ukraine 
with the means to defend itself.” 

“As Russia continues to grossly violate its inter- 
national obligations it must face deeper sectoral sanc- 
tions for its flagrant aggression against Ukraine. We 
are confident that Canada and its allies will continue 
to stand by Ukraine as it faces off against Russian ag- 
gression. Today Ukraine needs from Canada and its 
NATO allies the military equipment to defend itself 
against these terrorists groups and designate them as 
such under Canadian legislation.” 
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Donbas turning into a frozen conflict 


By Carl Schreck 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has pledged 
to recapture them. Separatists vow 
to expand them. But even as hostil- 
ities rage on despite a shaky cease- 
fire, the areas in eastern Ukraine 
controlled by Russia-backed rebels 
appear to be drifting inexorably to- 
ward the "Е" word, analysts say. 

“For the foreseeable future — 
let’s say at least for the duration of 
[Russian President Vladimir] Pu- 
tin’s being in power — those ter- 
ritories will remain — well, let’s 
call them ‘frozen,’” says Alexander 
Motyl, a professor at Rutgers Uni- 
versity and an expert on Ukrainian 
affairs. 

With Russian military support, 
separatists fighting government 
forces have cemented their con- 
trol over areas of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions in recent months, 
holding self-styled elections Nov. 2 
that were recognized by Moscow 


but decried as illegal by Western 
nations. 

Whether — and for how long — 
this emerging status quo will hold, 
analysts say, will depend largely 
on Russia, which has admitted that 
Russian “volunteers” are fighting 
Ukrainian forces but has denied 
providing arms and weapons to the 
rebels. 

“In the short term, Russian can de- 
fend its proxies or even attempt more 
ambitious destabilization,” says An- 
drew Wilson, senior policy fellow 
at the European Council on Foreign 
Relations (ECFR) and author of 
the new book “The Ukraine Crisis: 
What It Means For The West.” 

In the long run, however, Russia 
“is clearly overextended” and “cer- 
tainly can’t pay for the economic 
problems of the Donbas region,” 
he adds, using an umbrella term 
for the industrial section of east- 
ern Ukraine that partially coincides 


with the territory held by the rebels. 

“That long run might not be 
particularly long: six months or 
so,” Wilson says. “But during that 
intervening period, Russia looks to 
be holding most of the cards, and 
Ukraine’s position looks very weak 
indeed.” 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko has called the November 
2 elections held by separatists 
a “farce at gunpoint” organized 
by “terrorist organizations” and 
said that the polling jeopardizes 
the Minsk peace deal signed by 
Ukraine, Russia, the OSCE and 
rebel representatives. 

Simply conceding the embattled 
regions in Ukraine’s southeast to 
the separatists is at the moment 
politically untenable for Kyiv’s 
leadership, leaving international 
pressure on Moscow as one of the 
Poroshenko government’s few vi- 
able tools to influence the situation, 


Can Sadovy change Ukrainian 
politics once and for all? 


By Daisy Sindelar 
and Halyna Tereshchuk 

(RFE/RL)—Andriy Sadovyy acts 
like a man with nothing to hide. 

In 2013, when the Lviv mayor 
purchased a new family home, he 
invited journalists to the house for 
a tour. And now, as his fledgling 
party prepares to enter the notori- 
ously down-and-dirty world of par- 
liamentary politics, Sadovyy says 
the more scrutiny, the better. 

“Any person who comes to power 
must be kept under strict super- 
vision,” says the 46-year-old mayor, 
whose fledgling party, Samopomich 
(Self-Reliance), rose from relative 
obscurity to claim a stunning third- 
place finish in Ukraine’s parliament- 
ary elections on October 26. 

“The only saints are in heaven,” 
he adds. “Down here, there are 
a variety of people, and some are 
vulnerable to provocations. We 
want to set an example for other 
parties.” 

Sadovyy may have already set 
a tactical example by successfully 
tapping into public frustration with 
politics-as-usual in the months fol- 
lowing Euromaidan and the ouster 
of President Viktor Yanukovych. 

Self-Reliance, which was the 
only party to completely exclude 
seasoned politicians and entrepre- 
neurs from its candidate list, took 
11 percent of the vote, trailing 
behind only the bloc of President 
Petro Poroshenko and Prime Min- 
ister Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s Popular 
Front, which took 21.8 and 22.2 
percent respectively. 

The party had an especially 
strong showing in Sadovyy’s na- 
tive Lviv as well as the capital, 
Kyiv, where a politically energized 
demographic was seen as drawn to 
Self-Reliance’s youthful profile. 

Few gray hairs are to be seen 
in Self-Reliance, which draws on 
Ukraine’s emerging demographic 
of community organizers, journal- 
ists, and midsize-business owners. 
Its best-known members include 
32-year-old activist Hanna Hopko, 
who pushed through Ukraine’s 

2012 public smoking ban, and 
Yehor Sobolev, 37, a Euromaidan 
commandant and the head of the 


ae Sadovyy 


country’s Lustration Committee. 

Sadovyy, who himself sports 
a head of only slightly thinning 
blond hair, describes his party and 
its followers as Ukraine’s best and 
brightest — and eager for reform. 

“This 11 percent that chose Self- 
Reliance at the polls are the most 
active people in the country,” he 
says. “These are people who made 
their own lives, who want their 
country to succeed, and who are 
ready to participate as much as pos- 
sible. This is a very large force.” 

Sadovyy, who has served as 
mayor of Ukraine’s westernmost 
city for more than eight years, says 
decentralization is a key priority 
in the country, where a top-heavy 
federal structure has sucked nearly 
all decision-making resources from 
languishing municipal govern- 
ments. 

“What we have is a plundered 
country,” says Sadovyy, who also 
serves as vice president of the As- 
sociation of Towns and Commun- 
ities of Ukraine. “Many cities have 
catastrophic problems with their 
authorities. Others don’t have any 
authorities at all — just criminal 
elements.” 

Among other things, Sadovyy 
hopes to pass reforms that will 
drastically reduce the official num- 
ber of local authorities while im- 
buing those who remain with real 
power. “In Lviv, we have 90 local 
deputies,” he says with a touch of 
weariness. “Thirty would be suffi- 
cient. And they should be the best 
30 people in the city.” 


Some observers speculate that it 
may be difficult for Self-Reliance 
to advance its somewhat wonkish 
agenda at a time when wartime 
concerns are likely to dominate 
political debate. 

Sadovyy was one of the first to 
see the vote-winning potential of 
the country’s fighting force — Se- 
myon Semenchenko, the leader of 
the Donbas volunteer battalion, 
is No. 2 on his party list. But his 
algorithm for ending the conflict 
is largely structured around long- 
term reforms, rather than short- 
term tactics. “Russia only talks to 
the strong,” he says. “We have to 
become strong.” 

Unusually for a party leader, 
Sadovyy will not be entering par- 
liament, intending to remain in his 
mayoral post instead. Lviv, argu- 
ably Ukraine’s loveliest city, is also 
one of its most financially stable, 
earning more European loan agree- 
ments than even Kyiv to the east. 

Some suggest that Sadovyy — 
who is rumored to have the back- 
ing of Dnipropetrovsk Governor 
and oligarch Ihor Kolomoyskyy — 
could be grooming himself for an 
eventual presidential run and may 
see his well-run Galician city as a 
better stepping stone than the cap- 
ital’s slightly more chaotic climes. 

Задоууу denies having presi- 
dential ambitions or ties to Kolo- 
moyskyy. “He came here last year 
and we talked about football,” he 
says. “I haven’t talked to him in 
more than a year.” 

Rafal Sadowski, a Ukraine ana- 
lyst with the Warsaw-based Center 
for Eastern Studies, says all these 
questions may become moot as 
Self-Reliance enters into five-way 
coalition talks and the sharp elbows 
of parliamentary politics. 

“It’s too early to assess these ru- 
mors about connections between 
Sadovyy and Kolomoyskyy and 
who finances and supports the 
Samopomich party,” Sadowski 
says. “The other question, now that 
this party may possibly become a 
member of the coalition and en- 
ter national politics, is whether 
Sadovyy will be the key decision- 
maker — or someone else.” 


says Steven Pifer, a former U.S. 
ambassador to Ukraine. 

“The Ukrainians probably rec- 
ognize that they don’t have the 
military capacity to retake it, par- 
ticularly because they would have 
to assume that the Russian army 
would come in again,” Pifer, a sen- 
ior fellow at the Brookings Institu- 
tion in Washington, tells RFE/RL. 

Should a frozen conflict emerge 
from the embers of the war, the 
viability of breakaway statelets in 
rebel-held areas would be extreme- 
ly shaky if they were confined to 
the current de facto borders sep- 
arating these territories from those 
controlled by Kyiv, the ECFR’s 
Wilson says. 

“These aren’t historical or cul- 
tural or economically sensible bor- 
ders. The reason that 400 people 
have died since the cease-fire on 
September 5 was ... mainly be- 
cause of a series of land-grabs, 
with the rebel republics trying to 
improve their nonsensical geog- 
raphy,” says Wilson. 

The separatist-controlled areas 
include the heart of Ukraine’s coal 
industry, which is now cut off from 
major state and private customers 
on the other side of the front line, 
he notes. 

Moscow has provided military 
and financial support to prop up 
breakaway republics in other fro- 
zen conflicts in the former Soviet 
Union, including the rebel Geor- 
gian regions of Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia, which it even waged war 
to wedge away from Tbilisi. 


And while the Kremlin says it is 
providing humanitarian aid to rebel- 
held parts of the Donbas, Moscow 
does not appear eager to go all in 
with its support for the region, says 
Andrew Weiss of the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace. 

“They've shown very little inter- 
est in helping put Humpty Dumpty 
back together again,” says Weiss, 
a former director for Russian, 
Ukrainian, and Eurasian affairs at 
the U.S. National Security Council. 
“As far as actually providing the 
resources and political direction 
that might create some new set of 
quasi-states on the map, І still don’t 
see that in practice.” 

Weiss says he does not neces- 
sarily expect a spike in hostilities 
between the warring sides in the 
wintertime but that they: could ге- 
sume in earnest in the spring or 
summer, adding that he does not 
believe the conflict has reached a 
“frozen-conflict situation by any 
means.” 

“That’s partly just why this 
whole thing looks so fragile to 
me,” he says. 

Motyl of Rutgers University says 
he believes that Poroshenko would 
be willing to tacitly accept the de 
facto borders of the breakaway re- 
gions in the Donbas. 

“Of course, Ukraine will never 
recognize the territories as being 
independent, but they’re likely then 
to transform into a frozen conflict, 
unless Russia decides otherwise 
and launches an attack,” he says. 

“In this case, all bets are off.” 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


REFLECTING ON MARRIAGE 


In October Lorraine and I celebrated 40 years of marriage, 40 
years together through life’s twists and turns to countless exhilarat- 
ing heights, including the birth of daughters, Corinna and Kristina, 
the growth of our family with son Tom and granddaughters Katelin, 


Alexandra, and Eleanor. 


My colleague Maurice Vellacott, Member of Parliament for Sas- 
katoon —Wanuskewin, is a relative newlywed. He and Mary were 
married in 1976, 38 years ago. Maurice reflections on marriage, 
spoken recently in the House of Commons, bear repeating: 

There is a myth out there that the divorce rate is close to 50%. 

Shaunti Feldhahn found some startling and encouraging things 
in the research for her new book, The Good News About Marriage. 

The divorce rate for first marriages is actually around 30%. 
Christians have between a 30% and 50% lower divorce rate than 
the general population. Although these are American figures, we 
Canucks can likely shave а few points off of that. 

If people were to realize these facts and that most marriages 
do make it, they would be less skittish about tying the knot. When 
troubles come, they can say that most people have challenges in 
a marriage, but most people get over them and get through those 


problems and they will too. 


As the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada pointed out in 
a recent study, married couples tend to live longer. They tend to 
be wealthier. They tend to have a much easier time getting out of 
poverty. Their kids do better in school, are less likely to take drugs 
and alcohol, and are more likely to delay sexual activity. Of course, 


they are also happier. 


There is good news out there about marriage, and we need to 
spread the word. The vast majority of marriages happily thrive. 
Marriage is still a wonderful thing. 


What do you think? 


eS EEE 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


Юлія Адамік 

Зберегти національну ідентичність, 
пам'ять традицій та цінностей свого на- 
роду - важливе завдання для сучасного 
"українського" Едмонтону. 

Курси українознавства ім.Івана Фран- 
ка, що відзначатимуть у листопаді 57-му 
річніцю, прийняли нове покоління стар- 
шокласників, батьки та дідусі з бабусями 
яких теж відвідували українську школу 
свого часу. "Наші курси слугують зв'язку 
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На світлинах: Свято урожаю на курсах українознавства ім. Івана Франка 


Свято урожаю провели студенти курсів українознавства ім. Івана Франка 


поколінь, - зазначила директор Ліліанна 
Суха. - Тож мета викладацького колек- 
тиву - не тільки навчити дітей мови та 
граматики, а й ознайомити їх якомога по- 
вніше з українським фольклором, що, у 
свою чергу, народжувався з історичного 
досвіду наших предків". 

Протягом навчального року студенти 
мають безліч цікавих дійств та заходів. 
Цього разу вони стали безпосередніми 
учасниками відтворення свята жнив. 


Хлопці та дівчата в'язали снопи, грали у 
старовинні ігри, взяли участь у театралі- 
зованій постановці зі співу жниварських 
пісень. 

Окрім того, справжню несподіванку — 
майстер-клас із вінкоплетення - підготу- 
вала для дівчат студія сценічних мистецтв 
“Arts of life studio” під керівництвом На- 
талії Гриців. З допомогою вчителів, a 
також членів батьківського комітету кур- 
сів, які відвідали святковий захід, юнаки 


змайстрували надзвичайно гарні, квітучі 
вінки, основою для яких стало осіннє 
різнотрав'я. 

Радісний сміх, жарти та позування для 
майбутніх шкільних фотоальбомів ство- 
рювало незабутню товариську атмосферу. 
Адже можливість знайти друзів та відчу- 
ти себе потрібним - це ще один, безсум- 
нівно, найголовніший чинник необхід- 
ності існування та створення нових поді- 
бних закладів для наших дітей. 


Яким буде «жіноче обличчя» новообраного парламенту? 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

Порівняно з минулими виборами, цього 
разу до Верховної Ради балотувалося в се- 
редньому на 4% більше жінок. Такого вис- 
новку дійшли експерти проекту «Гендерний 
моніторинг парламентських виборів-2014». 
За їхніми даними, кандидатки «помолодша- 
ли» і стали більш публічними. Водночас, 
експерти відзначають: 30-відсоткова квота 
для представників іншої статі у парламенті 
виконується більшістю партій тільки 
технічно, і жінки опиняються «у хвості» 
списків. 

Сорокарічна жінка із вищою освітою 
без офіційного працевлаштування — та- 
кою є середньостатистична кандидатка- 
мажоритарниця, говорить Світлана Га- 
ращенко із кіровоградської громадської 
організації «Коло», що брала участь 
у проекті гендерного моніторингу 
теперішніх виборів до Верховної Ради. 

«Ми маємо наймолодших кандидаток 


- їх у нас дві - вони 93-го року, і найстар- 
шу кандидатку - вона 44-го року народ- 
ження. В цілому ж спостерігається значне 
омолодження кандидатів у народні депу- 
тати», - зауважує вона. 

За словами експерта, порівняно з мину- 
лими парламентськими виборами, зросла 
кількість жінок із середньою та середньою 
спеціальною освітою --із усіх кандидаток це 
близько 10%. За професійною зайнятістю 
найбільше кандидаток кваліфікують себе 
як «безробітні», на другому місці - жінки- 
підприємці, вперше представлені студентки 
та жінки-військовослужбовці, додає Гара- 
щенко. Заїї словами, найбільше кандидаток- 
мажоритарниць було у Луганській (60) 
та Одеській (54) областях, найменше - на 
Закарпатті (4) та у Чернівецькій області (5). 

Загальна кількість  жінок-кандидаток 
зросла: на 4% їх стало більше у партійних 
списках 1 на 2% - серед кандидатів у одно- 
мандатних округах, каже голова волинської 


громадської організації «Гендерний центр» 
Оксана Ярош. Водночас, за її словами, у 
законі «Про політичні партії» є речення 
про те, що у виборчих списках має бути не 
менш ніж 30% кандидатів іншої статі, але 
часто цю норму виконують тільки технічно, 
і жінки потрапляють у завідомо непрохідну 
частину списку. 

«Наш парламент за сім скликань жод- 
ного разу не мав більш ніж 10-відсоткове 
представництво жінок. Ми сподіваємося, 
що коли ЦВК матиме ще остаточні ре- 
зультати по мажоритарці, то ця цифра 
буде більшою. Не набагато більшою, але 
трохи більшою. Тому демонструємо оцей 
такий стриманий оптимістичний про- 
гноз», - говорить вона. 

Міжнародні спостерігачі також 
відзначили незначну кількість жінок, що 
балотувались на одномандатних округах. 
Зокрема, голова місії Бюро ОБСЄ з прав 
людини Тана де Зулуста, зауважила: «Вклю- 


чення значної кількості жінок у «прохідну» 
частину списку могло б свідчити про 
більш збалансовану репрезентацію, але 
це не стосується мажоритарних округів. 
Там мало кандидаток, і ми ще побачимо, 
скільки з них обрані». 

Ці вибори до Верховної Ради показа- 
ли, що в Україні з'явилася «нова хвиля» 
жінок-політиків. Серед партій, що вже до- 
лають 5-вітсотковий бар'єр, є дві, чиї спи- 
ски очолили жінки, зауважує політолог 
Володимир Фесенко. 

«Раніше у нас були окремі яскраві 
лідери-жінки, в першу чергу - Юлія Тимо- 
шенко, але були й інші впливові персонажі 
- Богатирьова, Ганна Герман. Але зараз 
молода хвиля жінок з'явилася, нова хвиля 
жінок-політиків. Я думаю, це пов'язано зі 
зміною політичних поколінь, більш актив- 
ною роллю самих жінок. Вони дуже помітні 
i в експертному середовищі: та ж Світлана 
Заліщук, Анна Гопко», - зазначає він. 


Cheremosh alumni present at the Benefit pose with members of the dance company after the performance. There are over 350 Cheremosh Alumni and 55 to 60 current dancers. 
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Cheremosh celebrates 45 years 


Cont. from P. 1 


legislature, bringing the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra with them, 
which he then conducted. 

They were also the first group to 
put out a CD of Ukrainian music, 
he said. 

“The single gift that Cheremosh 
has is what you have done to pro- 
mote and elevate our great Ukrain- 
jan culture through Ukrainian 
Dance,” Zwozdesky added. 

225 guests gathered for the 
evening. The venue was beauti- 
fully decorated for the evening to 
reflect the theme — YOU Complete 
the Puzzle! A mini-fundraising, 
puzzle-themed activity during 
the cocktail hour featured special 
prizes - beautiful hand-crafted, 
signature Cheremosh logo tree 
ornaments commissioned by Cher- 
emosh and created by Calgary arti- 
san Crys Harse, plus hand-blown 
red and blue glass ornaments (col- 
ours of the Cheremosh logo) by Ed- 
monton artisan Todd Safronovich. 
The Felt Hat String Band trio pro- 
vided musical entertainment dur- 
ing the cocktail hour. Thousands 
of photographs from over 45 years 
of Cheremosh history were dis- 
played in a photo loop for guests 
to enjoy throughout the evening. 
Guests each received a gift of note 
cards depicting the images of “Em- 
broidered Memories” and “Once 
a Kozak ...” — two paintings by 
Edmonton artist Larisa Sembaliuk 
Cheladyn that Cheremosh commis- 
sioned for previous Benefit & Ball 
events held in in 2007 and 2009. 
The prayer for the evening was 
delivered by Cheremosh Alum- 
nus, Brian Hlus, who reflected on 
the countless individuals over the 
years, past and present, who have 
contributed to Cheremosh: “As 
pieces of the puzzle, we celebrate 
our connection to the friendships 
created and the joy we experienced 
throughout the years ... we cannot 
celebrate our success without being 
connected, and everyone involved, 

owing where we came from. 
We ask that you remember those 
people who have passed since we 
celebrated our 40th Anniversary, 
that have helped Cheremosh get 
to where we are today. Especially 
our founder and artistic director 
Chester Kuc, alumnus and past 
president Lawrence Kenakin, past 
president Bill Diachuk, who was 
instrumental in Cheremosh first 
starting to travel internationally 
and Olena Kanevets, wife of Cher- 
emosh’s current artistic director 
... bless us today as we celebrate 
and lead us, to continue placing 
pieces of the Cheremosh puzzle, as 
it continues to celebrate its future 
successes.” The Benefit & Ball fea- 
tured a silent auction, Wine Grab, 


a delicious buffet dinner, a spe- 
cial performance by Cheremosh 
Ukrainian Dance Company, fol- 
lowed by dance entertainment pro- 
vided by the celebrated band Mil- 
lenia Musical Ensemble. The “See 
ЧИЇ со ЇВКЕНІЄ МИ ene Celnb aestlent 
auction included numerous travel 
experiences and a variety of items 
for all ages and price ranges. Sev- 
eral Cheremosh Alumni contrib- 
uted donations to the evening in- 
cluding a silent auction Okanagan 
Wine Experience donated by Dirty 
Laundry Vineyard (Alumnus Kath- 
erine Hawrylechko Corkery), food 
and wine experience at The Glass 
Monkey (Alumnus Rob Filipchuk), 
several items donated by Alumnus 
Karen Huk, and door prize Jasper 
ski weekend donated by Decore 
Hotels (Alumnus Karyn Decore). 
Edmonton potter Audrey Uzw- 
yshyn donated a signature pottery 
baran (ram) for the silent auction. 
Vandenberg’s Jewellers of Edmon- 
ton donated a sparkling sapphire 
and diamond necklace - as sapphire 
commemorates 45 years. Ukrain- 
ian pysanky (eggs) hand-written by 
Cheremosh Founder, the late Ches- 
ter Kuc, were a very special fea- 
ture in the silent auction, donated 
by his wife Luba Кис in Chester’s 
honour. Funds raised at the Benefit 
& Ball will be dedicated toward fu- 
ture Cheremosh endeavours. 

Benefit & Ball Committee Chair 
and Cheremosh Alumni Director 
Gail Wacko told Ukrainian News 
the benefit was a great success 

“T wish to sincerely thank our 
entire Cheremosh Benefit & Ball 
Committee for the countless 
hours devoted in preparation of 
this special evening - including 
Trudy Berry, Candace Demers, 
Rebecca Kostiuk, Sylvia Mak, 
Phil Sembaliuk, Meaghan Sych, 
Patty Wacko, Vanessa Wiebe and 
Michele Wygera-Schuster - as 
well as our Cheremosh dancer 
volunteers. It was a true pleas- 
ure and touching to welcome so 
many alumni, family, friends and 
the community as we gathered on 
October 24th to share memories 
in celebration of our rich history 
and passion for Ukrainian dance. 
We appreciate the support of our 
donors and attendees of this Bene- 
fit & Ball event, and our audi- 


ences and patrons far and wide. | 


Guests expressed their joy and 
appreciation as they gathered and 
visited at the Benefit & Ball with 
many people they hadn’t seen for 
years, reminiscing as the photo 
presentation captured 45 years 
of treasured moments — celebrat- 
ing 45 years of Cheremosh and 


building the next 45 years! We | 


are grateful ... you are all pieces 
of the puzzle! - past, present and 
future,” she said. 


Cheremosh mourns 
the loss of Olena Kanevets 


(Cheremosh)—With hearts filled 
with deep sorrow, the family of 
Olena Kanevets announces her 
passing on Monday, October 20, 
2014, at the age of 46, following a 
courageous battle with cancer. 

Beloved wife of Mykola and 
cherished mother of Sasha, Olena 
will be sorely missed, and held 
dearly in their hearts forever. 

Olena was born in Kolomyia, 
Ukraine on July 10, 1968. She at- 
tended the Kyiv National Univer- 
sity of Culture & Arts and then the 
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, gradu- 
ating from the Faculty of Linguis- 
tics. Following graduation, Olena 
worked as an editor in Kyiv. 

In 1995 Olena met Mykola 
Kanevets in Kyiv, Ukraine (while 
he was there on a business trip). 
They were married on December 
28, 1996 and Olena began her life 
in Canada. Olena and Mykola’s 
daughter “Sasha” Alexandra was 
born in April, 2000. Olena dearly 
loved her daughter and took great 
pride in watching Sasha grow and 
mature into a beautiful young lady. 

A believer in the value of edu- 
cation, Olena shared her love of 
the Ukrainian language at the 
Ivan Franko School of Ukrainian 
Studies (Kursy) where she taught 
Ukzainian language, geography and 
history classes on Saturdays. Olena 
enjoyed friendships with her co- 
workers there, and the students at 
Ivan Franko benefitted from a kind 
and patient teacher. Olena worked 
for the Edmonton Catholic School 
Board in administrative support at 
a number of schools, most recently 


+ Olena Kanevets 


at Holy Family Elementary/Junior 
High School. She will be missed 
by her friends and colleagues there. 
As an active member of her faith 
community, the parish of St. John’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral has 
also lost a dedicated member. 
Fashion, beauty and esthetics 
captivated Olena and her pas- 
sion for them was reflected in her 
personal style and her home. The 
new home that Olena and Mykola 
recently purchased gave her an 
opportunity to express herself in 
a new way. She was proud of the 
life they had made in Canada; but 
Olena also cherished her roots, and 
the traditions of Ukraine. She rec- 
ognized the importance of spending 
summers in Ukraine during Sasha’s 
early years to enable Sasha to get 
to know her family in Ukraine and 
to develop an appreciation of her 
roots. Olena kept herself informed 
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on what was happening in Ukraine 
politically, and was concermed for 
(but proud of) her family members 
who took part in the Euromaidan 
protests. 

Olena was a woman of beauty, 
grace and calmness, and as the 
wife of the Artistic Director of 
the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Company, she carried out her role 
in Cheremosh with great support 
for Mykola, and kindness to those 
around him. Those whose lives she 
touched consider themselves for- 
tunate. 

Olena is survived by her husband 
Mykola, her daughter “Sasha” 
Alexandra, her sister and broth- 
er-in-law, Natalia and Voldemer 
Hronsky of Kyiv, Ukraine; her 
brother- and sister-in-law, Vasyl 
and Anna Kanevets of Edmonton; 
and her niece Uliana (Matthew) 
Chadder of Calgary. Olena was 
predeceased by her parents, Alek- 
sandra and Aleksey Komarove. 

Prayers were held Monday, Oc- 
tober 27 at St. John’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 10951 — 107 
Street. 

The Funeral Rite was held Tues- 
day, October 28 at St. John’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. 
Rev. Fr. Cornell Zubritsky offici- 
ating with interment at Rosehill 
Cemetery. If desired, in lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made 
to an educational trust account for 
Sasha. Donations can be made at 
CIBC (904 Parsons Rd .SW Ed- 
monton, АВ, T6X 014). 

Vichna ii Pamiat 
May her memory be eternal. - 


ovember 17 - 20, 2014 


Evening Buffet & Show: 


From left: Margot Creighton, Elizabeth Burgess-Pinto, Shirley Galenza, 
Mona Haimour, Colette Foisy-Doll, Tamara Rybalka, Nataliia Petrenko 
and Meagan LaRiviere 


Ukraine faculty members 
visit MacEwan University 


(OCM)—In October, the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program wel- 
comed two faculty members from the Ternopil State Medical University 
(TSMU) in Ukraine. 

“This is the first visit of the partnership where faculty have been inter- 
acting and exploring potential future collaborative activities and pro- 
jects,” says Mona Haimour, nursing faculty member and chair of the 
Global Health Advisory and Steering Committee (GHASC). “As well, 
this partnership between the two academic institutions is built on a 
strengths-based and capacity building model.” 

MacEwan University hosted the special guests as part of a faculty ex- 
change program (led and facilitated by GHASC, the Ukrainian Resource 
Development Centre and the Bachelor of Science in Nursing program), 
that comes out of an agreement signed by the two institutions in May 
2014. 

The TSMU faculty members, Tamara Rybalka and Dr. Nataliia Pe- 
trenko, spent over two action-packed weeks at the university, attending 
labs, lectures and CAFE sessions, meeting with MacEwan faculty, and 
presenting lectures of their own, including Nataliia’s presentation to 

- third-year nursing students about maternal child health in Ukraine. They 
also toured the university’s Clinical Simulation Centre and clinical sites 
including major hospitals in Edmonton. 

“All MacEwan University faculty members are highly qualified and 
highly educated, and all of them are open to sharing information and any 
experience,” remarks Nataliia. 

“We were interested in how the educational process was organized, 
because in Ukraine, it’s organized in a different way,” says Tamara, who 
presented “Nursing Education: Perspectives From Ukraine” to faculty 
members. 

“This is a great opportunity for faculty to engage in global health op- 
portunities and global learning, and to develop that awareness of what’s 
happening on the other side of the world,” says Shirley Galenza, director, 
Centre for Professional Nursing Education. “It’s an opportunity for shar- 
ing ideas and experiences, and the students benefit from all of this.” 


WWI conference held in Lviv 


(СПО5)--Оп September, 12-14, the Petro Jacyk Program for the 
Study of Modern Ukrainian History and Society, together with Institute 
for Historical Research, Ivan Franko Lviv National University, and the 
Humanities Department, the Ukrainian Catholic University, organized a 
conference on “The First World War: The Ukrainian Dimension”. 

The conference had an international character and drew scholars from 
Austria, Canada, Germany, Israel, and the US. The core of conference 
was, however, made by Ukrainian, mostly younger, historians from 
different regions, including those that are now in the zone of the anti- 
terrorist operation. The conference was opened by a keynote speech 
entitled “A Forgotten War, a Forgotten Peace, and Making of Modem 
Ukraine” by Prof. Mark von Hagen, a renowned specialist on World War 
I in Eastern Europe. The conference panels focused on the Ukrainian 
issue in the World War I, analyzed changes brought by the war on various 
traditional national and social groups (such as Ukrainian peasants and 
East European Jews), as well as the formation of new groups (refugees 
and prisoners of wars), and discussed the ways the Great War has left its 
imprint on folklore and historical memory. 

The event’s programme was concluded by a round table discussion 
“How to Write the History of World War I.” Selected conference papers, 
together with round table discussion proceedings, are planned to be 
published in the next issue of the peer-reviewed international journal 
“Ukraina moderna.” The conference was co-sponsored by the Austrian 
Bureau for Academic Cooperation and the US embassy in Ukraine. 
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Applebaum delivers Toronto 
Annual Ukrainian Famine Lecture 


(CIUS)—The Toronto Annual 
Ukrainian Famine Lecture was de- 
livered this year on October 9 by 
the celebrated writer Anne Apple- 
baum, who spoke on the Holodomor 
and its relation to current events in 
a talk titled “Why Stalin Feared 
Ukraine and Why Putin Fears It 
Today.” The event was organized 
by the Holodomor Research and 
Education Consortium of the Can- 
adian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(Toronto office), University of Al- 
berta; the Petro Jacyk Program for 
the Study of Ukraine; the Canadian 
Foundation for Ukrainian Studies; 
and the Centre for Russian and East 
European Studies at the University 
of Toronto. 

Applebaum writes on history 
and politics in Eastern Europe, 
Ukraine, and Russia and is a col- 
umnist for The Washington Post. 
Her book Gulag: A History won 
the Pulitzer Prize for non-fiction in 
2004. Her most recent book, Iron 
Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern 
Europe, 1944-1956, won a number 
of prestigious prizes, including an 
Arthur Ross Silver Medal from the 
Council on Foreign Relations and 
the Cundill Prize for Historical Lit- 
erature. She is currently writing a 
book on the Holodomor. 

Applebaum began her presenta- 
tion by describing how Josef Stal- 
in’s early career later shaped his 
policies in Ukraine. In 1918, she 
explained, he was sent to Tsaritsyn, 
present-day Volgograd, where he 
was responsible for grain requisi- 
tions. He took over the local secret 
police, closed the local newspapers 
and executed railway engineers 
as “class aliens.” As he would do 
many times later, Stalin invented 
a counter-revolutionary conspir- 
acy as a pretext for using violence 
against those who disagreed with 
him. Applebaum explained that 
throughout his career, he dealt with 
crises using extra-legal, extra-judi- 
cial “revolutionary methods,” add- 
ing, “The more violence he used, 
the more grain he could acquire. 
And if the price of triumph was ex- 
tremely high, and the costs of vio- 
lence extraordinary — that could be 
covered up later on.” 

Stalin learned not only from suc- 
cesses but from failures as well, the 
most significant being the civil war 
in Ukraine. He knew first hand of 
the two failed attempts by the Bol- 
sheviks in Ukraine, having served 
as Lenin’s representative there. 
Armed groups had been sent into 
villages to collect grain “owed” to 
the state, a method that fueled re- 
sentment, a massive peasant rebel- 
lion and a counter revolution that 
in 1919 came close to succeeding. 
Applebaum asserted that this close 
call was long remembered by com- 
munist officials. “The prevention 
of another Ukrainian peasant upris- 
ing was absolutely at the center of 
their concerns,” she said. 

Applebaum argued that the ex- 
perience left its mark on Stalin, 
who referred to it repeatedly in the 
early 1930s as his collectivization 
policy floundered, producing not 
only anger and open resistance 
but also lower crop yields. In the 
summer of 1932 he wrote Lazar 
Kaganovich, his representative 
in Ukraine: “The most import- 
ant issue right now is Ukraine. ... 


Anne Applebaum with CIUSs Frank Sysyn at the Toronto Annual 
Ukrainian Famine Lecture 


There is talk that in two regions ... 
about fifty district party commit- 
tees have spoken out against the 
grain-procurements plan, deeming 
it unrealistic.” 

Applebaum continued quoting 
from Stalin’s letter, in which he 
complained about the influence of 
Poles and Ukrainian nationalists 
allegedly led by Symon Petliura. 
Stalin ordered Kaganovich to re- 
move Ukrainian party leaders and 
to transform Ukraine into “a real 
fortress of the USSR, into a genu- 
inely exemplary republic,’ and 
ended by writing, “without these 
and similar measures ... we may 
lose Ukraine.” 

Losing Ukraine was unthinkable, 
and Stalin turned to the kind of ex- 
treme repressions he had deployed 
in Tsaritsyn. Soldiers were sent to 
villages to confiscate not only grain 
but vegetables, fruit and livestock. 
“By the spring of 1933 whole villa- 
ges had fallen silent as every single 
one of their inhabitants starved to 
death,” she said. To turn Ukraine 
into a Soviet “fortress” entailed tar- 
geting not only the rural population 
but also the Ukrainian language 
and culture. A legacy of these poli- 
cies is that many Russians were 
convinced that Ukraine was not 
a real nation and not significantly 
different than Russia, Applebaum 
said. 

Turning to Putin, Applebaum 
suggested that Ukraine represents 
an existential threat for the Russian 
president, as it had for Stalin before 
him. According to Applebaum, 
Stalin understood that Ukraine, 
with a population suspicious of 
centralized authority and attached 
to its land and traditions, was differ- 
ent than Russia. Putin, on the other 
hand, is afraid because a country 
he sees as indistinguishable from 
Russia is promoting ideas of free- 
dom, democracy, and the West. “If 
Stalin feared that Ukrainian nation- 
alism could bring down the Soviet 
regime, Putin fears that Ukraine’s 
example could bring down his own 
regime, a modern autocratic klep- 
tocracy,” she said. 

In 1989 when he was a young 
KGB officer posted to East Ger- 
many, Putin saw terrified KGB 
and Stasi colleagues burning their 
files. He watched with horror as 
crowds filled the streets, instigated, 
he believed, by forces in the West. 
These were formative and caution- 
ary events for Putin just as the civil 
war in Ukraine had been for Stalin. 

Applebaum spoke of Putin’s per- 
fection of “managed democracy,” 


which includes the creation of fake 
political parties and state-managed 
“civil society organizations” to cre- 
ate the impression of pluralism and 
democracy. “The result is a system 
that appears to lend legitimacy to 
the ruling clique but which never 
allows it to be actually threatened,” 
she said. Such methods never en- 
tirely worked in Ukraine. When In 
2004, elections results were falsi- 
fied in favor of presidential can- 
didate Yanukovych, the Orange 
Revolution erupted. As in Dresden 
in 1989, Putin saw “his” people — 
pro-Russian politicians funded by 
Russia and controlled by Russian 
security officers — threatened by 
democratic forces. After demon- 
strations in Moscow in 2011, Putin 
worked to ensure that no “color 
revolution” could take place іп 
Russia, eliminating independent 
media and any real Russian oppos- 
ition. He must have been horrified 
by the eruption of Ukraine’s Euro- 
maidan revolution in 2014. 

Applebaum posited that what Pu- 
tin is fighting against is “not NATO 
tanks, but popular discontent, pub- 
lic questioning of Putin’s personal 
wealth, open criticism of the basic 
tenets of Putinsim, and of course 
political demonstrations of the sort 
that created the Orange Revolu- 
tion in Ukraine, the Moscow dem- 
onstrations of 2011, and, above 
all, the second Maidan in 2014.” 
Putin’s aggression in Ukraine is 
fueled by his fear of losing power 
and what Russian public reaction 
would be to Putin’s villas, yachts, 
and so much else. She noted, “The 
protection of this personal property 
is so important to Putin that he is 
willing to risk everything, includ- 
ing the economic stability of his 
country, in order to protect it.” 

As for Stalin before him, Ukraine 
represents instability, anarchy and 
resistance to Putin’s regime. Vladi- 
mir Putin, who witnessed a tran- 
sition from dictatorship to dem- 
ocracy in East Germany, “knows 
that the successful westernization 
of Ukraine, even the creation of a 
relatively democratic, relatively 
prosperous and relatively well inte- 
grated Ukraine, is a dire danger for 
him as well.” 

Applebaum ended by noting that 
the problem for Ukraine is that 
Russian leaders see it as a factor 
not in their external diplomacy but 
in their internal politics. Like Stalin 
before him, Putin fears revolution 
in Ukraine as a threat not only to 
Russia but to his own political sur- 
vival. 
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Communism and Hunger conference presenters, discussants, stipend recipients, and organizers. 


Conference on Communism 
and Hunger held 


(CIUS)—Scholars from Canada, France, Italy, 
Hong Kong, England, Ukraine, and the United States 
gathered in Toronto on September 26-27 to examine 
and compare the Ukrainian, Kazakh, Chinese, and 
Soviet famines at the conference Communism and 
Hunger, organized by the Holodomor Research and 
Education Consortium (HREC) of the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), University of Al- 
berta. 

This conference explored the similarities and dif- 
ferences between these political famines, which were 
examined both individually and in relation to one an- 
other. Day One of the conference, held at the Munk 
School of Global Affairs, University of Toronto, began 
with a panel entitled “The Soviet, Kazakh, Ukrainian, 
and Chinese Famines Compared.” It featured Nicolas 
Werth (Institut d’ Histoire du Temps Présent, Paris); 
Lucien Bianco (l’Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris), and Andrea Graziosi (Italian National 
Agency for the Evaluation of University Research, 
Naples). Olga Andriewsky (Trent University) served 
as the discussant. 

The second panel, entitled “Aspects of the Soviet, 
Kazakh, and Chinese Famines,” included presenta- 
tions by Niccolo Pianciola (Lingnan University, Hong 
Kong); Sarah Cameron (University of Maryland); 
Zhou Xun (University of Essex), and Ralph Thaxton 
(Brandeis University, Boston). Kimberley Manning of 
Concordia University was the discussant. On Friday 
evening, Lucien Bianco, an eminent Sinologist, gave a 
public lecture entitled “How Soviet and Chinese Com- 
munists Dealt with the Peasantry: A Comparison” be- 
fore a full house at the Munk School. 

The second day, held at St. Vladimir Institute, began 
with a Q&A session especially for graduate students 
and early career scholars. HREC provided stipends to 
ten academics, including two from Ukraine, to sup- 
port their attendance. A round table featuring all of the 
conference presenters followed in the afternoon. The 
conference concluded with a public lecture by Andrea 
Graziosi on “Stalin and Hunger as a Nation-destroy- 
ing Tool.” The open sessions, round table, and pub- 
lic lectures were recorded and will be available at the 
Munk School website (http://munkschool.utoronto. 
ca) as well as the HREC website (www.holodomor. 
са). 

The conference succeeded in its primary objective 
of generating high-level presentation and discussion 
regarding the similarities and differences between the 
famines under consideration. Moreover, its sessions 
were well attended. 

A number of major interpretive points came to the 
fore. Among the issues noted by the panel discussants, 
two stand out. The first was the question of ideology 
and the belief that the state could quickly and funda- 
mentally transform society. The second concerns the 
issue of governance and governing structures, specif- 
ically the expanded capacity of the Communist states 
(specifically the USSR and China) to carry out policy 
as well as the impunity afforded these regimes owing 
to their ability to eliminate resistance and cover up 
their actions. 

Numerous other issues were raised during the course 
of the conference. There was repeated reference to the 
fact that Stalin and the central Soviet authorities were 
antagonistically disposed to the peasantry, particu- 
larly in Ukraine, where wide-spread rural uprisings 
against the Bolshevik regime had occurred in 1919 
and the peasantry was clearly linked to the nationality 
question. Consequently, when the crisis of collectiv- 

ization came to a head in Ukraine, Stalin proceeded 


with deliberate measures to destroy Ukrainian peas- 
ant resistance there, using famine as a tool. His in- 
tentionality was clear, all the more so since the policy 
of Ukrainization was dismantled at the same time. In 
China the leadership, much of which had come from 
the countryside, had a more positive opinion of the 
peasantry. Nevertheless, it also unleashed a vicious 
assault on the rural population with catastrophic re- 
sults, although not targeting a specific group as in the 
Holodomor situation. The political impact of these 
events on the Communist leaders was dramatically 
different. Stalin was successful in his assault against 
the peasantry and consolidated his personal power. 
Mao was forced to retreat, and only after several years 
was he able to regain his stature. 

Kazakhstan’s great famine of 1931-33 claimed the 
lives between 1.15 to 1.5 million Kazakhs, approxi- 
mately one third of their population, as well as much 
smaller an as-of-yet uncertain number of the Euro- 
pean settlers (primarily Russians and Ukrainians) 
there. The famine was brought on by high livestock 
procurement quotas to feed Moscow, Leningrad, and 
other Russian cities whose impact was compounded 
by an underestimation of the live weight and actual 
number of animals in Kazakhstan. This resulted in the 
elimination in a few short years of 90 percent of the 
livestock there. The campaign did not target the no- 
madic Kazakhs per se, although it was accompanied 
by a project for their “total sedentarization” that might 
have been regarded as “legitimizing” such excessive 
requisitions. 

Various manners of commemorating or remem- 
bering the famines also generated consideration. In 
Ukraine the Holodomor is commemorated at the per- 
sonal and civic level, although its memorialization has 
had inconsistent support from the state. In Russia the 
pan-Soviet famine is not a public issue. Kazakhstan 
went through a period in which its famine was exam- 
ined as a major concern, but then left in limbo as if the 
matter had been resolved. The issue was later reprised, 
but not pursued because of the potential consequences 
of “politicizing” the issue. In China the famine came 
out into the open after Mao’s death, but it has not 
developed into a public concern. Rather, it has been 
“contained.” 

In the course of discussion, it was noted that the 
conference might also have considered the on-going 
North Korean famine as well as the Ethiopian fam- 
ine of the 1980s. As well, the question of imperialism 
emerged, particularly its applicability to the situation 
in the Soviet Union (specifically within the frame- 
work of centre-periphery relations regarding Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan). Further to this, a call was put out 
for a future comparative examination of famine in the 
context of empires from the director of the newly- 
established Ukrainian Centre for Holodomor Studies 
at the Kyiv Mohyla Academy National University, 
Liudmyla Hrynevych. 

The conference was cosponsored by the Petro Jacyk 
Program for the Study of Ukraine at the Centre for 
European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies (CERES) 
and the Asian Institute, both at the Munk School of 
Global Affairs, University of Toronto. The Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Centre, St. 
Vladimir Institute, and the Canadian Foundation for 
Ukrainian Studies are also providing support. HREC, 
established through generous funding from the Tem- 
erty Family Foundation, conducts and supports re- 
search and the study of the Holodomor and engages 
in a range of activities to promote the teaching of the 
Holodomor in schools. 


Left to Right: Andrij Makuch, President, Canadian Association of 
Ukrainian Studies; Daria Darewych, President, Shevchenko Scientific 
Society of Canada; Ihor Stebelsky, author; Oleh 5. Romanyshyn, 
Ukrainian Canadian Research and Documentation Centre. 


Stebelsky’s book 


presented at St. 
Viadimir’s Institute 


(SV1I)—On Sunday, October 19, at the St. Vladimir Institute in Toronto, 
Dr. Thor Stebelsky presented his new book, Placing Ukraine on the Мар: 
Stepan Rudnytsky’s Nation-Building Geography (Kingston: Kashtan 
Press, 2014) 50 pp + 3 fold-out maps. 

The event was co-sponsored by the Canadian Association of Ukrainian 
Studies, the Shevchenko Scientific Society of Canada and the Ukrainian 
Canadian Research and Documentation Centre. The presentation was 
made in PowerPoint and featured many illustrations. 

The event was well attended and included the historians Paul R. 
Magocsi, Thomas Prymak and Frank Sysyn who asked good questions. 
At the event, this attractive, hard-bound publication with full colour maps 
on high quality paper quickly sold out. Now it is available mainly at some 
university libraries in Canada and the United States. 


ANewEasternEurope? 


Eastern Europe in World History 
and World Politics, 1914-2014 - 


(CIUS)—This was the title of a roundtable discussion organized by the 
Petro Jacyk Program for the Study of Modern Ukrainian History and So- 
ciety, together with the bimonthly English-language journal New Eastern 
Europe (Wroclaw and Gdansk, Poland). It took place within the frame- 
work of the Lviv Book Forum on 12 September 2014. The discussion 
was inspired by a suggestion from Professor Roman Szporluk, a member 
of the New Eastern Europe editorial board, that the word “Eastern” be 
dropped from the title of the journal, the better to reflect current realities 
in the context of the Euromaidan and its aftermath. 

The discussion was moderated by Adam Reichhardt, editor in chief of 
New Eastern Europe. The four panelists were Professor Andreas Kap- 
peler (University of Vienna), Professor Mark von Hagen (University of 
Arizona), Professor Frank Sysyn (Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies, University of Alberta), and Professor Yaroslav Hrytsak (Ukrainian 
Catholic University). They addressed the question: What does “Eastern 
Europe” mean in 2014? Obviously, significant changes are taking place — 
in this region, especially in the context of recent events in Ukraine. Even 
though these events symbolize a certain break in political development, 
one cannot help noting a number of historical continuities since 1914, 
when Eastern Europe played a central role in world politics. 

The discussion will provide the basis for a special issue of New Eastern 
Europe. A transcript of the discussion will be published simultaneously in 
an issue of the peer-reviewed journal Ukraina moderna that is planned as 
a Festschrift in honor of Professor Roman Szporluk. 


Amnesty calls for 
investigation of shelling deaths 


(UkrNews)—The deaths of two children killed by shelling while they 
played football on a school playing field in eastern Ukraine must be immedi- 
ately, fully and impartially investigated, Amnesty International said Nov. 5. 

Four other youths were wounded in the attack, which came as sep- 
aratists and pro-Kyiv forces accused each other of breaking a ceasefire 
agreement. 

“We have witnessed both sides in this conflict ignoring their legal obli- 
gations and failing to protect civilians and this is the latest tragic example 
of the consequences,” said Denis Krivosheev, Amnesty International’s 
Deputy Director for Europe and Central Asia. 

“Today’s shocking attack in Donetsk must by fully investigated. If it 
is found to constitute a war crime, those responsible must be brought to 
justice.” 


Холмшина підчас Дру 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ. 

У березні 2014 року сповни- 
лося 70 років від кривавих подій 
на Холмщині, коли навесні 1944 
року було вбито біля 4 тисяч пра- 
вославних українців - мешканців 
земель, що розташовані на захід 

- від ріки Буг і тепер знаходяться 
на території Польщі. Ця трагічна 
сторінка | української історії 
мало знана серед широкого за- 
галу і все ще недостатньо вив- 
чена професійними істориками. 
З метою заповнення згаданої 
прогалини в українській історії, 
пролиття світла на події тих 
років, з'ясування їх причин та 
наслідків, 4 жовтня в Торон- 
то в Інституті св.Володимира 
відбулася наукова конференція 
під назвою "Холмщина під 
час другої світової війни". 

"Конференція була зорганізована 
Українсько-Канадським 
Дослідчо-Документаційним 
Центром, Науковим  Товари- 
ством ім.Шевченка в Канаді і 
О"'бєднанням Українців "Закер- 
зоння". В роботі конференції 
взяли участь історики з України, 
Польщі та Канади. 

Доповідь "Холмські події та 
їх трагічне відлуння на Волині й 
Галичині" представив керівник 
катедри історії Національного 
Університету "Острозька Акаде- 
мія" професор Володимир Тро- 
фимович. Головною тезою 
його виступу було тверджен- 
ня, що саме вбивства польсь- 
кими  підпільниками активістів 
української громади, що почали- 
ся вже від осені 1941 року, і ста- 
ли тим вогнем, що запалив по- 
мстою українських повстанців 
на Волині в 1943 - 44 роках. Як 
свідчить заява Проводу ОУН(б) 
з приводу подій на Холмщині 
влітку 1942 року, "Холмщина i 
Підляшшя  ..переживають  чер- 
"гову мартирологію.. На теренах 
Холмщини і Підляшшя маємо 
від кількох місяців  польсько- 


Учасники конференції (зліва направо): М. Іваник, К. Кебузинська (голова сесії), В. Трофимович, FO. Даревич 
(співорганізатор), М. Стех (голова сесії), П. Потічний, І. Галадіда, Д. Даревич (співорганізатор). 


радянську партизанку i німецьку 
пасифікаційну акцію із вістрям, 
спрямованим в українське на- 
селення". За принципом доміно, 
вістки про антиукраїнські акції 
на Холмщині викликають масові 
антипольські акції на Волині, а ті, 
в свою чергу, породжують новий 
спалах антиукраїнських операцій 
в березні 1944 року. Криваві 
воєнні сутички між українським і 
польським підпіллям на Холмщині 
продовжувались до переходу 
німецько-радянського фронту у 
липні 1944 року. В інших, більш 
прихованих формах, українсько- 
польська війна тривала до 1947 
року. 

Професор Гданського Універси- 
тету ор Галадіда присвятив 
свою доповідь долі православної 
церкви на Холмщині у 1939- 
1944 роках. Він охарактеризував 
ситуацію з провославною церк- 
вою в міжвоєнній Польщі як дуже 
складну та вкрай несприятливу 
для української пастви. Тож, на- 
голосив доповідач, нічого дивно- 
го, що початок війни більшість 
православних холмщаків зустріли 
з певними надіями. Зусиллями 


українських політичних кіл на 
чолі з Володимиром Кубійовичем 
у Генеральному Губернаторстві 
під німецькою владою було ство- 


рено Bi православні єпархії: 
холмсько-підляську — її очолив 
проф.Їван Огієнко (після  по- 


стригу прийняв ім'я Іларіон), та 
краківсько-лемківську, яку O40- 
лив архімандрит Палладій. За- 
вдяки невтомній діяльності ми- 
трополита Іларіона, православній 
громаді вдалося повернути від 
римо-католиків 20 церков, та 
за станом за квітень 1942 року 
збільшити число парохій від 51 
(в 1939 р.) до 144, а на початок 
1943 року - до 162. Насправді, 
німці лише зовнішньо і початково 
сприяли розбудові православної 
церкви, a незабаром почали 
всіляко обмежувати її діяльність 
і переслідувати її душпастирів. 
Однак, найважчою ситуація 
православного | духовенства 1 
віруючих стала в другій половині 
1943 року та в 1944 році, коли 
польсько-український | конфлікт 
набрав найбільших масштабів. 
Внаслідок цього конфлікту, Церк- 
ва втратила кілька тисях замор- 


Нові львівські обличчя 
у парламенті 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Виборці Львівщини голосу- 
вали за нових людей, бо хочуть 
перезавантаження парламенту. 
Однак далеко не всі вірять у те, 
що нові депутати змінять країну, 
тому називають новий парла- 
мент перехідним. 

Лідером на дострокових ви- 
борах на Львівщині є «Народ- 
ний фронт» Арсенія Яценю- 
ка. Натомість у мажоритарних 
округах перемагають кандидати 
від «Блоку Петра Порошенка» і 
самовисуванці. 

Запитна проведення люстрації, 
мир у державі й нові обличчя - і 
на мажоритарних округах обрано 
лише одного політика з минуло- 
го парламенту - Ярослава Дуб- 
невича. У нього не було сильного 
опонента, а тому люди голосува- 
ли за того, кого знали. Всі решта 
обраних парламентарів в області 
— нові обличчя. Однак частина з 
них відома виборцям з минулих 
перегонів у 2012 році, коли вони 
програли вибори «свободівцям» 
і опозиціонерам. 

Так цього разу у Верховну 
Раду потрапляє, за попередніми 


підрахунками, і брат «старого» 
парламентаря Ярослава  Дуб- 
невича - місцевий олігарх Бог- 
дан Дубневич, проти якого на 
попередніх парламентських ви- 
борах об'єднались демократичні 
сили, звинувачуючи підприємця 
у кримінальних справах. Ce- 
ред  мажоритарників лідером 
перегонів є майданівець, самови- 
суванець Володимир Парасюк. 

Представники ВО  «Свобо- 
да», які легко здобули голоси 
виборців у 2012 році, на цей раз 
у парламент не проходять. Ірина 
Фаріон та Ірина Сех посіли треті 
місця за кількістю голосів. Цей 
факт став топ-темою соціальних 
мереж 1 медіа. Брат Олега Tar- 
нибока - Андрій - програв ви- 
бори Андрію Лопушанському, 
народному депутату в 2006-2007 
роках, колишньому першому за- 
ступнику голови правління «На- 
фтогаз України». 

Не ризикнув вкотре боротись 
на мажоритарці екс-митник i 
податківець часів президенства 
Кучми - Тарас Козак, соратник 
Віктора Медведчука. Тараса Ко- 
зака у 2003-2004 роках львівські 


підприємці звинувачували у 
тиску на бізнес із політичних 
мотивів. Втім, на цей раз у 
Раду він проходить за списком 
«Опозиційного блоку». 

У списках «Народного фрон- 
ту» i «Блоку Петра Порошенка» 
налічується близько 20 старих 
політиків, екс-львів'ян, які пра- 
цювали на різних посадах, але 
знову отримають депутатський 
мандат. А ось із нових політиків 
за списком «Народного фрон- 
ту» проходить лише начальник 
управління юстиції Львівщини 
Микола Кадикало. 

Найбільше львів'ян у спи- 
ску нової партії «Самопоміч» 
Андрія Садового. Хоча сам мер 
у парламент не потрапляє, зреш- 
тою він не мав такого наміру, але 
щонайменше семеро мешканців 
міста Лева стануть народни- 
ми депутатами. I саме фракція 
«Самопоміч» | може створити 
львівське лобі. 

Радикальна партія Олега Ляш- 
ка у Раду вперше провела одного 
львів'янина - 81- річного Юрія 
Шухевича, сина головнокоман- 
дувача УПА. 


дованих вірних та більше десят- 
ка вбитих священиків. На жаль, 
завершив свою доповідь проф. 
Галадіда, і закінчення другої 
світової війни не принесло змін 
на краще. Еміграція митрополита 
Іларіона і частини духовенства на 
Захід, продовження українсько- 
польського протистояння в 1945- 
1947 рр. виселення холмських 
українців на підсовєтську Україну 
-- все це призвело до деструкції та 
занепаду православної церкви на 
Холмщині. 

"Холмщина B політиці 
польського  еміграційного  уря- 
ду в Лондоні та його крайової 
репрезентації в роки другої 
світової війни" - такою була тема 
доповіді д-ра Романа Висоцького, 
наукового працівника Інституту 
Історії Університету Марії Кюрі- 
Склодовської в Любліні (Поль- 
ща). Оскільки д-р Висоцький 
не зміг особисто прибути на 
конференцію, його доповідь за- 
читав магістр Євген Ладна. Після 
німецької інтервенції та поділу 
Польщі між Німеччиною і Ра- 
дянським Союзом в 1939 році, 
поляки вибрали уряд в Лондоні, 
найбільш впливовою фігурою 
якого став прем'єр-міністр Вла- 
дислав (Сікорський. Делегатура 
Уряду на Край організовувала 
підпільну цивільну владу на 
окупованій території, а поряд 
з нею діяла і воєнна влада, що 
в лютому 1942 р. оформилась 
в Армію Крайову. Зі звітів та 
інструкцій цих польских структур 
бачимо вкрай недовірливе став- 
лення польського еміграційного 
уряду до українців. Активізація 
українського руху на Холмщині 
в перші місяці німецької окупації 
була негативно сприйнята поля- 
ками. Для польського підпілля 
діяльність українських установ 
утотожнювалась з прямою зрадою 
польської держави та співпрацею 
з німцями. Коли в 1942 - 43 рр. 
польське підпілля вчиняє масові 
вбивства українського населення 
на Холмщині, у звітах до уряду в 
Лондоні про збройні акції польсь- 
кого підпілля майже нічого не 
згадується. В червні-липні 1943 
р., коли вбивства українців вже не 
можна було замовчувати, все одно 
твердилося, що "порівняно з вели- 
кою кількістю польських жертв, 
кількість українців, які раптово 
померли, незначна". З початком 
українських антипольських дій 
на Волині, командування AK 
починає підготовку ударної акції 
проти українців. І хоча українці 
в Холмі офіційно засуджували 
акції терору проти мирного на- 
селення будь-якої національності, 
польське підпілля у всьому зви- 
нувачувало лише українців. З 
літа 1944 року, коли Холмщину, 
Підляшшя i Люблінщину зайня- 
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ли радянські війська, українське 
питання для польського уряду в 
Лондоні перестало бути першо- 
рядним, Як повідомляли Делегата 
на Край з Лондону, вже в люто- 
му 1944 року між британцями та 
Сталіним відбулася домовленість 
про переселення українців на схід 
за лінію Керзона. Так Холмщина 
залишилася Польщі, а українці, 
позбавлені прабатьківської землі, 
мали розчинитися в загальнора- 
дянському морі. 

Останню доповідь на 
конференції представив магістр 
Мирослав Іваник з Торонто. 
Його дослідження було при- 
свячене статистиці жертв серед 
цивільного населення Холмщи- 
ни на основі документів УЦК 
в Кракові та звітів вермахту 
та німецької поліції. Як зазна- 
чив мгр. Іваник, в колі польсь- 
ких істориків побутує значна 
гіперболізація польських жертв 
польсько-української війни 
періоду 1939-1944 рр. Насправді, 
цифра 100 тис. загиблих поляків, 
що часто фігурує в польських ви- 
даннях, не підтверджена жодни- 
ми конкретними підрахунками: 
реальні | обчислення | жертв, 
знаних з імен, обнижують це 
число десь до 33 тисяч. Яке 
ж число жертв по українській 
стороні? На основі вивчення 
різноманітних джерел М.Іванику 
разом з проф.Галадідою вдалося 
створити комп'ютеризовану базу 
даних тих жертв, чиї імена вда- 
лося встановити, За цими дани- 
ми, на Холмщині в 1939-1944 рр. 
загинуло більше 5 тис. українців, 
і в переважній більшості вони 
були вбиті поляками. Величез- 
на кількість загиблих жінок 
(1389) i дітей (503) вказує, що 
акції польських відділів мали 
характер етнічної чистки. Серед 
жертв переважали хлібороби, 
та інтелігенція і провідники 
громади- вчителі,  священи- 
ки, солтиси, мужі довіри, коо- 
ператори, члени допомогових 
комітетів. Таким чином, ро- 
бить висновок мгр.Іваник, дане 
дослідження суттєво змінює ба- 
ланс обопільних жертв. Додавши 
його результати до попередніх 
підрахунків українських жертв 
польсько-української війни на 
основі архівів СБУ - 16 523 
особи -, а також включивши 
українські жертви у південній 
частині Закерзоння, одержимо 
сумарну кількість до 30 тисяч, 
що зрівняється з числом вбитих 
з польського боку. 

Конференція викликала ве- 
ликий інтерес серед слухачів та 
вилилась у жваву дискусію. Осо- 
бливо хвилюючими були висту- 
пи безпосередніх свідків подій 
на Холмщині. Істотно доповнили 
доповіді i коментарі проф.Петра 
Потічного. 

Як висновок, справедливим 
видається твердження проф.Тро- 
фимовича, що "друга польсько- 
українська війна" (за визначен- 
ням В. Вятровича) була війною 
за державність i незалежність 3 
обох боків, от тільки розуміння 
цієї незалежності було різним. 
Українці билися за незалежність 
України проти Польщі, яку вва- 
жали  загарбником українських 
земель. Поляки ж захищали своє 
право володіти "кресами", не 
зважаючи на українські інтереси. 
Скористалися з цього конфлікту 
не поляки і не українці, а німці, що 
утверджувалися на окупованих 
землях за принципом "розділяй 
і владарюй", і кремлівська вла- 
да, якій на руку було взаємне ви- 
нищення національно свідомих 
українців і поляків. 
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(L-R): Bishop Andriy Peshko (Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Toronto Eparchy), Vasyl Kondratiuk (in back - 
Ukrainian Musician), Archbishop Thomas Cardinal Collins (Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto), Bishop 
Stephen Chmilar (Ukrainian Catholic Church, Eparchy of Toronto & Eastern Canada), Bishop Borys Gudziak 
(President of the Ukrainian Catholic University; Ukrainian Catholic Church, Paris Eparchy), Ruslana 
(Ukrainian Singer, Maidan Activist, and UCU Goodwill Ambassador), James & Louise Temerty (Honorary 
Event Chairs), Anna Zaiachkivska (Miss Ukraine 2013, Maidan Activist, and UCU Goodwill Ambassador), 
Andriy Sadovyy (Mayor of Lviv) and Kateryna Kit-Sadova. 


Temerty Family Foundation 
donates $5 million to UCU 


(UCEF)—The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foun- 
dation (UCEF) is honoured to announce a $5 million 
gift from the Temerty Family Foundation in support 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University (UCU) in Lviv. 
This extraordinary gift will enable the University to 
build a state of the art Library on its new Stryiskyi 
Park campus in central Lviv and will provide a $1 mil- 
lion Endowment for the ongoing support of the Li- 
brary. It brings the total support of the Temerty Family 
Foundation for programs funded by UCEF at UCU to 
$6.2 million. 

The gift was announced by UCU President, Bishop 
Borys Gudziak on November | in Toronto, at a Gala 
to launch the public phase of UCU’s Comprehensive 
Campaign. Jim and Louise Temerty served as Honor- 
ary Chairs of this milestone event — the first of a ser- 
ies of worldwide events to be held also in New York, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Montreal, Calgary, Kyiv, Lon- 
don, and Paris. : 

The new UCU library will find its home in the 
Sheptytsky Building. Named after one of the most im- 
portant figures of the Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
in Ukrainian history of the 20" Century, it will be the 
finest contemporary research facility in Ukraine. 

Designed by internationally renowned Behnisch 
Architekten from Stuttgart (designers of the new ДІ- 
ston Campus at Harvard University), the Sheptytsky 
Building will be a socially innovative and eco-friendly 
facility providing stimulating opportunities for learn- 
ing, collaboration, and research. 

The modern design combines a clear awareness of 
Ukrainian cultural tradition with the striking natural 
surroundings of Stryiskyi Park and will welcome stu- 
dents, faculty, guests, and members of the community 
at large of all ages. At the request of James Temerty, 
the library also be named in honour of Metropolitan 
Andrei Sheptytsky (1865-1944), inter-ethnic and 
inter-confessional reconciler and founder of the Lyiv 
Theological Academy, the precursor of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University. 

“We are very grateful for this extraordinary’ gift,” 
said Alexander Kuzma, Chief Development Officer 
of the Toronto-based Ukrainian Catholic Education 
Foundation. “It is very appropriate that Mr. Temer- 
ty’s name should be forever associated with a library 
named after Metropolitan Sheptytsky. No one has 
done more than Mr. Temerty to raise global awareness 
of Sheptytsky’s humanitarian legacy. Mr. Temerty was 
instrumental in persuading the Canadian Parliament 
to pass a unanimous resolution honoring Sheptytsky 
for his heroism in personally sheltering Jews from the 
Holocaust.” 


Today, UCU has the largest theological library col- 
lection in Ukraine and unique foreign languages hold- 
ings in humanities and social sciences. The 120,000 
volumes in the electronic directory are supplemented 
by 8-10,000 positions annually. 

The library collection also includes 2,418 period- 
icals in Ukrainian and foreign languages. In the past 
three years, UCU has received donations of more than 
30,000 books, many of which are valuable and rare. 
The $1M Temerty Family Endowment will guarantee 
the ongoing maintenance of the Library and its admin- 
istration and will provide funds to continue updating 
the library collection with quality scholarly books and 
periodicals. 

“Many generations of students and scholars, chil- 
dren and parents will be beholden to the Temerty 
Family Foundation for its generosity in creating this 
special facility of learning and social encounter’, stat- 
ed UCU President, Bishop Borys Gudziak. 

“The Temerty name is associated not only with out- 
standing business success and creative civic engage- 
ment in Canada but also with far-reaching internation- 
al work in inter-ethnic reconciliation. The Temertys 
have sponsored deeply probing and socially relevant 
research and intellectual discussion, of which the 
Ukrainian-Jewish Encounter is a singular example. 
On October 25 in Lviv, James Temerty received the 
Blessed Omelian Kovch award for his achievements 
in promoting Ukrainian-Jewish dialogue.” 

The only Catholic university on the territory of the 
former Soviet Union, UCU trains students to serve 
Church and society in post-Soviet Ukraine and be- 
yond. UCU’s history dates back to 1928 when its 
cornerstone the Lviv Theological Academy (LTA) was 
established. 

n 1939 the Soviet authorities forcibly closed the 
LTA. In 1963 the LTA’s exiled rector Metropolitan 
Josyf Slipyj created the prototype of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Rome. In 1994 the LTA was 
revived in Lviv and in 2002 it was transformed into 
the Ukrainian Catholic University. 

Today, UCU offers bachelor’s degrees in psychol- 
ogy, bachelor’s and graduate degrees in theology, his- 
tory, and social pedagogy, and graduate degrees in 
journalism, media studies, and business administra- 
tion with some 1600 full- and part-time students. New 
programs are being added annually. 

The Ukrainian Catholic University initiated the first 
phase of its Comprehensive Campaign in 2010 with a 
goal to raise $65.5 million by 2016. To date the Cam- 
paign has raised over 75% of its targeted amount, or 
over $50 million. 


The formal opening of the exhibition; from left to right: Oleksandr 
Yarema (Vice-president of the National Union of Architects of Ukraine), 
Prof. Bohdan Tscherkes (Director of the Institute of Architecture), Prof. 
Radoslav Zuk, Andriy Pawliw (Head of the Department of Planning and 
Chief Architect of the City of Lviv) , Prof. Zoryan Pikh (Vice-rector for 
Research), Prof: Viktor Proskuriakow (Head, Department of Architectural 
Environmental Design, and Dean of Graduate Studies, at the Institute of 
Architecture). = 


Exhibition of Radoslav 
Zuk’s design work in Lviv 


(McGill website}—An exhibition of Emeritus Professor Radoslav 
Zuk’s design work, entitled “Place, People, Time and Architecture,” was 
held at the Lviv Polytechnic National University, from September 29 to 
October 10, under the auspices of its Institute of Architecture. 

Some of the designs in the show included: Holy Family Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (Winnipeg, Manitoba), Holy Eucharist Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (Toronto, Ontario), Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic 
Church (Thunder Bay, Ontario), St. Stephen’s Byzantine Ukrainian 
Catholic Church (Calgary, Alberta), St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church (Rochester, New York), Nativity of the Theotokos Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church (Lviv, Ukraine), and three projects for the 
expansion of the Ukrainian National Museum of Fine Arts in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. 

The Architectural major established in 1730 in Lviv University is the 
oldest one in Ukraine. It became part of the Technical Academy after 
the latter was founded in 1844. In 1877 the Department moved to the 
new building where it is still located. The Architecture Institute was 
founded in 2001 on the basis of the Architectural Faculty as a result of 
the restructuring of Lviv Polytechnic National University. a 

From the foreword to the exhibition catalogue, by Radoslav ік: 
“Significant architecture embodies the spirit of its geographic location, 
the intrinsic character of the people it serves, and the most advanced 
ideas and technological capabilities of humanity at a given time in history. 
Therefore, such architecture cannot be impersonal and sterile, nor can it 
be blatantly eclectic. It must maintain the substance of a specific cultural 
tradition, but transform it in a fresh, inventive and relevant form.” 
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SUSKites and UofS USA members: C Ono? Moen, Christine Czoli, 
Viktoriya Kalchenko, Nadya Oneschuk, and Cassian Soltykevych 


SUSK visits University 
of Saskatchewan 


(SUSK)—October 7 through 8, 2014, SUSK President Christine Czoli 
and SUSK Vice-President Cassian Soltykevych met with Ukrainian 
students at the University of Saskatchewan (U of S) in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. 

The National SUSK Executive felt it was a priority to reach out and 
strengthen relationships with several of its member Ukrainian Students’ 
Organizations (USOs), including the U of S Ukrainian Students’ 
Association. After many email exchanges, SUSKites ventured out across 
the prairies to welcome the U of S USA into the SUSK network. 

Over a pint at Winston’s, SUSKites met with representatives of the U of 
S USA to introduce our respective organizations, share the perspectives of 
Ukrainian Canadian students with respect to key iss ues in our community, 
and discuss potential joint initiatives. 

The following day, U of S USA President Connor Moen and External Vice 
President Viktoriya Kalchenko led a campus tour for SUSKites, pointing out 
key buildings and sharing more about the USA’s local activities. 


Edmonton dancers 
step up to the plate 


(Shumka)—What do you get when Ukrainian dancers replace their red 
boots for runners and ball caps? Ukrainian dancers turned slo-pitch play- 
ers of course! On Saturday, October 4, Edmonton’s Ukrainian Shumka 
Dancers hosted an “Inter-Dance Group Slo-Pitch Tournament.” Partici- 
pating groups were the Cheremosh, Dunai, Shumka and Viter Dance En- 

~ sembles. 

Games began at 9:30 A.M. and continued throughout the day, and 
each team fielded an enthusiastic mix of male and female ball players. 
For some, it was a matter of dusting off old baseball cleats, while others 
had the opportunity to swing at their first pitches ever. Although games 
got heated at times, winning ultimately came second to camaraderie, 
and regardless of their skill level, dancers exemplified the true spirit of 
sportsmanship. Adding to the enjoyment of the day, music played in the 
bleachers during breaks in the action while fans cheered on their favour- 
ite teams. 

One of the tournament organizers, Stephan Pacholok, said, “Our goal 
with this tournament was to bring Ukrainian dancers in Edmonton togeth- 
er and strengthen ties between groups in this wonderful community, and 
I definitely feel we achieved that today.” 

The October weather cooperated beautifully. A balmy autumn day 
made the games even more spectacular. Between games, dancers de- 
voured plates of tasty marinated burgers and hot dogs, appropriately 
named the “Hopak Combo.” 

Tetiana Hlus, a Dunai dancer, stated, “It was fun to have the dance 
groups come together on the diamond instead of the dance floor. I defin- 
itely look forward to attending this event again in the future, maybe mak- 

ing it an annual event. Thanks to Shumka for hosting and starting such a 
great tournament!” 

The winning team was awarded a handcrafted trophy made from a red 
dance'boot mounted on a gold home plate. Shumka won the prized trophy 

7 afternarrowly defeating Viter in an intense, exciting final game. 

All participants were invited to attend the evening Zabava, where a 
portion of profits was donated to relief efforts in Ukraine. The unforget- 
table evening included interactive games, awards for players, and was a 
terrific night of socializing and dancing to great music. Congratulations 
to all who participated! 


UN says 4,000 killed in Ukraine conflict 


(RFE/RL)—The United Nations says that more than 4,000 people have 
been killed in clashes in eastern Ukraine between the government forces 
and pro-Russian separatists. 

The UN said in a report on October 31 that in more than six months of 
fighting there have been 4,035 certified deaths. 

It added that some 300 people were killed just in the previous 10 days 
despite a cease-fire agreed to in early September. 

The truce has ended much of the fighting but casualties on both sides 
are reported daily, especially in clashes at the Donetsk airport, in villages 
near Luhansk, and in the south near the seaport of Mariupol. 

The UN also said more than 930,000 people have been displaced from 
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions by the fighting. 
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Eugene Czolij, with University of Ottawa SUSK Executive and CUPP 2014 interns. 


U of Ottawa SUSK networking 
with UWC President 


Ву Шійа Zubrytska, 
Graduate апа Alumni Кер, SUSK uOttawa 

University of Ottawa Ukrainian Students’ Club (SUSK 
uOttawa) organized and held the first kickoff in a series 
networking and mentoring event with the President of 
the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), Eugene Czolij, 
who delivered an exclusive talk “World Crisis with 
Ukraine in the Forefront” to numerous SUSK uOttawa 
members and Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program 
(CUPP) 2014 interns on October 28, 2014 at Marion 
auditorium, University of Ottawa. 

Czolij is recognized in 2015 edition of Best Law- 
yers in Canada as a leading practitioner in the fields of 
Corporate and Commercial Litigation and Insolvency 
and Financial Restructuring. 

SUSK uOttawa is a club that unites University of 
Ottawa students whose aim is promoting Ukrainian 
language and culture. 

CUPP is a Canadian Parliamentary annual 3-month 
long Internship aimed at contributing to the education 
of future leaders of Ukraine, and promoting top-notch 


Western democratic values. 

The talk was followed by an excellent question and 
answer session, constructive networking and a reception. 

Attendees remarked: “This was a great networking 
evening at the highest level which let me interact with 
an esteemed mentor like Mr. Eugene Czolij. I made 
many new contacts and friends tonight. Looking for- 
ward to cooperate in the nearest future!” 

SUSK uOttawa is convinced that Czolij’s leader- 
ship as a President of the global Ukrainian diaspora 
organization representing 20 million people (UWC) 
will largely facilitate global crisis mitigation and 
positive transformation in Ukraine by CUPP 2014 in- 
terns, and in Canada by SUSK uOttawa members. 

Ukrainian Credit Union Limited is a platinum spon- 
sor of this networking and mentoring opportunity. 

After the discussion, SUSK uOttawa Executive 
members and organizers иа Zubrytska, Sofiya 
Kominko, and President Michael Burchill awarded 
Czolij with a medal distinguishing his support of the 
rule of Jaw in Ukraine. 


SUSK and UCPBA-Toronto organize 
-a panel discussion on networking 


(SUSK)—October 2 a networking event and panel 
discussion, entitled “Transitions: How to Network ЕЕ 
fectively”, was organized by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Students’ Union (SUSK) and the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Association of Toronto 
(UCPBA-Toronto). 

Over 60 participants attended the event that was 
generously hosted by St. Vladimir Institute in Toronto. 

Keynote speaker Andy Semotiuk, a SUSK alum- 
nus, an Immigration Lawyer at Pace Law Firm, and 
author of “The Young Professional” addressed the 
participants, emphasizing the importance of critically 
reflecting upon one’s identity to find one’s proper ca- 
reer niche. He shared several anecdotes from his ex- 
periences as an immigration lawyer working in both 
Canada and the United States. 

Semotiuk was joined by four panel discussants: 
John Koshyk, Mare Marzotto, Eugene Roman, and 
Orest Sushko. The panel discussion was moderated 
by UCPBA-Toronto President Taras Hetmanezuk. 
Each discussant shared their experiences, speaking 


to opportunities for development, networking, career 
transitions, work-life balance, and giving back to the 
community. The diverse backgrounds and experiences 
of the panel discussants offered students and recent 
graduates a variety of perspectives to learn from. For 
instance, Marzotto, an Associate Portfolio Manager at 
Gryphon Investment Counsel, outlined various means 
for networking, in the spheres of culture, vocation, 
education, charity, and politics. Koshyk, an Associ- 
ate Vice President at TD Bank Group, outlined vari- 
ous transitions he experienced in his career, and also 
explained his motivation for establishing “Ukrainians 
on Bay St”, a community networking organization for 
professionals working in Toronto’s downtown core. 
In addition, Sushko, an Independent Motion Picture 
and Film Professional, detailed the role networking 
plays in the creative process of work in the music in- 
dustry. Finally, Roman, Chief Technology Officer at 
Canadian Tire and Co-Owner of Rosewood Estates 
Winery, discussed networking in the context of man- 
aging multiple businesses and employees. 


Bezan slams pseudo-elections in Parliament 


(UkrNews}—Nov. 5, in the House of Commons, 
Selkirk-Interlake MP James Bezan slammed the 
pseudo-elections held by pro-Russian terrorists in the 
areas controlled by them in the Donbas. 

“Just one week after the Ukrainian Parliament- 
ary Elections, the Kremlin-backed terrorist groups 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics held 
pseudo-elections in Eastern Ukraine that were illegal 
and illegitimate,” he stated. 

“Ballots were cast in the presence of armed men, 
and information was actively spread that those who 
did not come to vote would be deemed ‘disloyal’ and 
judged according to martial law. 

“Pensioners were told that in order to receive their 
pensions, they would have to come to voting precincts 


to confirm their residence. 

“The National Security and Defense Council of 
Ukraine stated that the ‘results’ of the ‘election’ have 
no meaning; there were no official voters lists, voting 
took place in Russia, and Russian soldiers voted in 
Donetsk and Luhansk. 

“The Security Service of Ukraine stated that these 
events in terrorist controlled Donetsk and Luhansk 
are an act of violence against Ukrainian citizens. 

“This election was a farce conducted by coercion, 
at gunpoint and is in violation of the expression of the 
people’s true will. Canada will never recognize this 
election, and continues to call upon President Putin to 
stop the illegal occupation and invasion of Ukraine,” 
added Bezan. 
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Ukraine hopes to wall off Russia) People’s Front says Yatsenyuk 


By Olena Goncharova, Kyiv Post 

Unable to control much of its border with Rus- 
sia, Ukraine has decided to wall the problems off, 
quite literally. The nation’s top officials believe that 
a 2,000-kilometer-long wall will protect the country 
from a further invasion by Russia, and have announced 
a plan to build one. 

The ambitious construction project, announced by 
the Ukrainian government in early September, has al- 
ready been dubbed the European Rampart. The plan 
is to tighten security along the whole perimeter of the 
Russian border, which stretches along 2,295 kilom- 
eters. It has never been fully demarcated. 

The defensive structures will include ditches, test- 
track lanes, vehicle-barrier trenches and optical sur- 
veillance towers to detect troop and vehicle movement 
from the Russian side, the government says. 

The wall will stretch along the perimeter of Kharkiv, 
Chernihiv and Sumy Oblasts, as well as the northern 
part of Luhansk Oblast. It will also be built along the 
border with the annexed Crimea peninsula close to 
Mariupol, Berdiansk and Genichesk cities, according 
to the plan designed by Ukraine’s State Border Service 
and the National Security and Defense Council. 

The problem is there are few fans of this idea outside 
the government. Critics say that the project might turn 
into one of the most elaborate corrupt schemes of our 
time, but so far the Cabinet of Ministers won’t budge. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk recently said that 
“nobody will grant a visa-free regime to Ukraine if 
there is no actual border.” On Oct. 15 he visited the 
village of Hoptivka in Kharkiv Oblast to inspect the 
start of the project, which he hopes will be mostly fi- 
nanced by foreign donors. 

At an Oct. 8 Cabinet meeting, Yatsenyuk said that 
the wall will cost €66 million to build. A week later he 
said that the European Union extended some Hr 235 
million (€14 million) to cover some costs. 

The first idea to construct the wall was voiced in 
June by Ukrainian billionaire Thor Kolomoisky, who 
co-owns Privat Bank and governs Dnipropetrovsk Ob- 
last. He said he was ready to cough up €100 million for 
the project. 

But all the figures floated around seem to be very 
low compared to similar projects in the world. For in- 
stance, the Israeli “anti-terrorist fence” project, which 
commenced more than a decade ago and is still under 
construction, has cost at least $2 billion to date. It’s 
supposed to stretch along 800 kilometers (500 miles) 
of border with Palestine. Its maintenance costs another 
$260 million per year. 

Although it was not designed to be completely im- 
penetrable, the Israeli wall was a huge success, re- 
ducing the number of terrorist attacks by more than 
90 percent, according to estimates of some western 

media. 
| In Ukraine, however, experts see more potential 
down sides than benefits. Daryna Kalenyuk, an expert 
at Kyiv-based Anticorruption Action Centre, says the 
only way to stop money-laundering and corruption in 
this project is to get western donors involved. 


“They should have access to the documents and 
also it would be a good thing to invite foreign con- 
struction specialists to supervise and control the qual- 
ity of the work,” Kalenyuk says. 

The State Border Service failed to provide financial 
reports or other documents on the project in response 
to a Kyiv Post inquiry, despite the fact that Ukraine’s 
law on public access to information requires govern- 
ment agencies to disclose such types of data. 

In a written response to the Kyiv Post, the Border 
Service said that currently work is under way in east- 
em Ukrainian oblasts and along the Crimean border, 
but failed to provide more specifics. 

Yatsenyuk has said that the project will be finished 
within 56 months. He also said it will create jobs during 
the economic recession. As of mid-October, some 1,145 
people were involved in the construction, Yatsenyuk 
said on Oct. 15 during his site visit to Hoptivka. 

But many of Yatsenyuk’s political rivals believe 
that Ukraine’s wall is purely of symbolic value. Yulia 
Tymoshenko, the leader of Batkivshchyna party, says 
such “murky projects” emerged when the government 
fails to act effectively. 

“We don’t have any good historical examples. 
There are the Great Wall of China, the Maginot Line 
and Mannerheim Line — none of this worked well to 
defend countries during military aggression,” Tym- 
oshenko said a talk show last month. 

But Viktoria Siumar, a former National Security and 
Defense Council official who successfully ran for par- 
liament on Yatsenyk’s party list, says the project has a 
lot of potential. 

“As long as Ukraine’s borders are not protected, 
Ukraine is unprotected and so the country couldn’t be 
a member of the European Union,” Siumar told the 
Kyiv Post. “The entire eastern border with Russia is 
not secure — Ukraine has no control over its border in 
Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts.” 

Siumar said Ukraine will not be able to win the on- 
going war with Russia until the border is secure. “At the 
very least, the wall should be a barrier against smuggling 
and illegal vehicle movements,” Siumar said. 

Viacheslay Tseluiko, a military expert at the Center 
for Army, Conversion and Disarmament Studies, says 
that the wall might deter contraband, but will remain 
ineffective in case of a full-scale military invasion. 

“For example the construction of tank detachments 
is very expensive and it’s not effective without troop 
support. Also Ukraine doesn’t have enough troops to 
make more than 2,000 kilometers of border secure,” 
Tseluiko added. 

A better option, he says, is to strengthen key cities 
in the east and southeast of the country, building sev- 
eral lines of defense, in the same style its being done 
in Mariupol, which came close to being invaded by 
Russian troops in late August-early September. 

Siumar dismissed the project’s critics as those who do 
not want Ukraine to succeed, but many of them stand by 
their opinion. One of them is political analyst Volody- 
myr Fesenko of Penta consultancy, who described the 
wall project as a “stupid public relations stunt.” 


U.S. urges Russia to free Savchenko 


(RFE/RL)—Washington has called on Russia to im- 
mediately release Nadiya Savchenko, the Ukrainian 
pilot who was captured in eastern Ukraine and later 
handed over to Russia, where she is charged with kill- 
ing two Russian journalists. 

U.S. State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said 
on October 29 that Savchenko’s pretrial detention 
in Russia, which was extended by a Moscow court, 
was “an outrage” and violated Russia’s commitments 
under the Minsk agreements. 


Psaki also said Washington was “deeply concerned 
about new criminal charges expected to be filed” 
against Savchenko. 

Savchenko was captured by pro-Russian separatists 
on June 18 near the eastern Ukrainian village of Metalist 
before turning up in Russian custody in early July. 

Under Russian court orders, she has been held since 
October 10 for “psychiatric evaluation” at the notori- 
ous Serbsky Institute, a facility behind a wave of diag- 
noses used to lock up dissidents during the Soviet era. 


Poland prepares for Russian ‘confrontation’ 


(RFE/RL)—Polish President Bronistaw Komorow- 
ski has signed into law a new national defense strategy 
that addresses an “intensifying policy of confronta- 
tion” by Russia and threats to regional security from 
the conflict in Ukraine. 

The 57-page strategy document replaces a plan 
drawn up in 2007. The new plan involves defense, 
political, and economic structures on all levels. 

It says Russia has become a negative factor for 
regional security because of the “rebuilding of its power 


status at the expense of its surroundings” and Moscow’s 
“intensifying policy of confrontation” as shown by its 
seizure of the Crimea Peninsula from Ukraine. 

Komorowski told journalists in Warsaw on Novem- 
ber 5 that things have “changed for the worse to the 
east of Poland’s borders, where an area of instability 
has emerged.” 

He said strengthening Poland’s defenses against the 
threats now posed by Russia also will contribute to 
NATO’s defense capabilities. 


Rosneft’s profits crash dramatically after sanctions 


(RFE/RL)—Russian state-controlled energy giant 
Rosneft says its profits during the third quarter of 2014 
crashed dramatically after Western sanctions were im- 
posed over Russia’s role in the Ukraine crisis. 

Rosneft said on October 29 that its third-quarter net 
profits fell by 99.3 percent — down to $24.4 million — 


compared to the same three-month period in 2013. 
Rosnefi’s access to Western financing and technol- 
ogy — needed to service its debts and bring east Siber- 
ian fields online — has been cut by the sanctions. 
Rosneft also has been hurt by the falling value of 
Russia’s ruble currency. 


to remain prime minister 


By Oleg Sukhovy, Kyiv Post 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s People’s Front on Novy. 3 said its 
leader would remain prime minister following the second round of talks 
оп a new government coalition. 

Yatsenyuk and Deputy Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman, believed 
to be President Petro Poroshenko’s preferred candidate, are the leading 
contenders for the job. The talks on a coalition are being held by the 
People’s Front, the Poroshenko Bloc and Lviv Mayor Andriy Sadovy’s 
Samopomich, which are expected to have 132 seats, 83 seats and 33 seats 
in the newly elected parliament, respectively. These 248 seats form a 
decisive majority in the 450-seat legislature. 

“I’m 100 percent sure that the candidacy of prime minister proposed 
by the coalition will be Arseniy Yatsenyuk,” said Vyacheslav Kyrylenko, 
a member of the People’s Front, as cited by Interfax-Ukraine. 

But Hanna Норко, No. 1 on Samopomich’s list, said by phone that the 
candidacies of prime minister and other ministers had not been discussed 
during the negotiations. 

The agreement may be initialed before the Verkhovna Rada’s first 
meeting, which will be held no later than on Dec. 15, and signed after it, 
said Vitaly Kovalchuk, a member of the Poroshenko Bloc. 

The text may cover a wide range of topics. Reforms that the parties 
are discussing include the electoral reform, including open party lists, 
decentralization, bolstering judicial independence, support for small and 
innovative businesses, stripping members of parliament of immunity and 
subordinating local police to municipalities, Hopko said. 

Elaborating on the new coalition’s principles, Kyrylenko said that each 
party would have one vote. Crucial decisions must be subject to approval 
by all parties or a qualified majority, he added. 

Other principles include making coalition forming more public and 
avoiding decision making behind closed doors, Hopko said. 

“We must put an end to the old format of coalition forming,” she said. 
“We should focus not on backdoor dealings and divvying up ministerial 
portfolios but on concrete tasks.” 

Hopko said that Samopomich would be part of the coalition but did not 
intend to get any ministerial portfolios. 

Samopomich also insists that there should be no political quotas in the 
Cabinet, with the distribution of jobs based on professionalism rather 
than party affiliation, she said. 

The new principles may stem from a desire to break with the heritage 
of former President Viktor Yanukovych’s authoritarian regime. 

The participants of the talks have agreed to exclude from the coalition 
the Opposition Bloc, a group of former Yanukovych allies, and those 
who voted for the Jan. 16 “dictatorial laws,” which restricted civil liber- 
ties and triggered his overthrow on Feb. 22. But all pro-European parties 
represented in parliament may participate. 

“Now three parties are in talks but we are open for (former Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko’s) Batkivshchyna and (Oleh Lyashko’s) Radical 
Party if they want to join,” Hopko said. 
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(UkrNews)—Performing artists 
from both Calgary and Edmonton 
combined to present a powerful and 
moving tribute to Ukrainian heroes 
who died defending Ukraine’s 
democracy and sovereignty over 
the past year, for this year’s “Sviato 
Pokrovy”. 

The unique performance, en- 
titled “Molytva Heroyam” (Prayer 
for the Heroes) was directed by 
and featured Calgary soloist Stef- 
ania Romaniuk, who sang beauti- 
fully accompanied by her fellow 
musicians, (for Edmonton) Anya 
Oleksyn, vocals and guitar and 
Iryna Tarnawsky on percussion 
(from Calgary) Valentina Lankoff, 
vocals; Шупа Kalinovich, vocals 
and bandura; Olena Kilchyk, cello 
and Cheryl Emery on piano. 

Tania Chumak added another di- 
mension with her exquisite ballet 
performances. 

The multi-media presentation, 
held at the Ukrainian Youth Unity 
Complex in Edmonton, Oct. 26, 
featured music, photos of Maidan, 
all set against a backdrop of a re- 
creation of the barricades decor- 
ated with a cross, Tryzub, icon and 
portrait of Taras Shevchenko. 

Members of the audience were 
each presented with a photograph 
of one of the fallen heroes this past 
year and one by one proceeded to 
the barricades where these pictures 
were then pinned up. 

Rev. Peter Babej led the audi- 
ence in a group prayer. 

Roman Brytan delivered a bul- 
letin style chronology of the events 
since November 30 when the Euro- 
maidan was set up to protest ex- 
dictator Viktor Yanukovych’s re- 
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This year’s Sviato Pokrovy a unique and powerful tribute 


PHOTO —MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Tania Chumak perform a ballet solo to a song performed by Anya Oleksyn and Stefania Romaniuk 


jection of an association agreement 
with the European Union, right 
through the order to shoot protests 
in February, Yanukovych’s sub- 
sequent flight to Russia, Russia’s 
invasion and annexation of Crimea 
and the terrorist proxy war started 


by Russia in the Donbas. 

The artistic program ended with 
the Verkhovyna Choir coming up 
and singing the national anthem 
of Ukraine as members of the 
Ukrainian Youth Association CYM 
brought out a flag. 


ANE REMENBER. 
WORLD КУЛОНИ 


The event was organized by a 
coordinating committee from the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians, 
the League of Ukrainian Canadian 
Women and CYM. It included 
Borys Tarasenko, Igor Krys, 
Danylo Feculiak, [vanna Szewezuk 


Міський відділ Конгресу Українців 


and Irka Myskiw. 

Technical preparations were 
made by Шог Podilsky, Kasia Bry- 
tan and Roman Brytan. The video 
were produced by Roman Fedoriw 
and Danylo Moussienko. 

Members of CYM built the bar- 
ricade, Calgary artist Anton Yavny 
made and donated the large Tryzub, 
Larrssa Szmihelsky prepared the 
photographs, Bohdan Romaniuk 
prepared the text and Anna Zakh- 
arova translated it. 

“Sviato Pokrovy”, or the Feast 
of the Protection or Intercession of 
Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos and 
Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated every 
October 14 as a religious, national, 
and family holiday in Ukraine. 

It was initially established as 
an expression of gratitude for the 
protection of Constantinople by 
the Mother of God, but later be- 
came firmly established among 
the Ukrainians: Ukrainian princes, 
kings, kozaks, and hetmans chose 
the Mother of God as their Patron 
and Guardian. 

Zaporozhian Kozaks built in 
their Sich host a Church in honour 
of the Protection of the Holy Moth- 
er of God which contained an icon 
of her veil. There was an inscrip- 
tion on the icon “I will cover my 
people” and another inscription on 
a ribbon under the icon “We pray: 
cover us with Your Holy Veil and 
deliver us from evil.” Before their 
military campaigns, the kozaks 


held public prayers to their patron- 
ess. Upon their successful return, 
they thanked the patroness. 

The Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
(UPA) on May 30, 1947, declared 
the feast to be its holiday. 


Канади в Едмонтоні запрошує всіх 

на вшанування пам'яті жертв 
голодомору в Україні 1932-33 рр., 

яке відбудеться в суботу 22 листопада 
2014 року о 12:30 пополудні в Міській 


ратуші Едмонтону. 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Edmon- 
ton Branch, invites all Edmontonians to 
attend the annual commemoration of the 
1932-33 Famine-Genocide in Ukraine. 


GUEST DR. WOLODYMYR ZARYCKY, 
SPEAKER: Center for US-Ukraine Relations, New York 
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